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Meeting The Challenge of Changing Times

Higher education has undergone significant
changes over the past two decades. The
transformation from elite to mass higher
education has provoked public concern
about the quality of teaching, research and
students’ learning  outcomes.  Having
recognised the importance of education to
underpin a nation’s social, economic and
cultural development, many countries around
the world, including those in the Asia-Pacific
region, began to set up their own quality
assurance agencies in the early 1990s. Among
them were the National Institution for
Academic Degrees (NIAD) of Japan and the
Hong Kong Council for Academic Accreditation

(HKCAA).

Founded about the same time as the NIAD-
UE when Asia experienced a rapid growth
HKCAA was

independent

in higher education, the
established

statutory body to provide authoritative advice

in 1990 as an

on academic standards of degree programmes
in higher education institutions in Hong
Kong. In 2007, the Council was reconstituted
as the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation
of Academic and Vocational Qualifications
(HKCAAVQ) to reflect the expansion of its
scope and responsibilities to include the
vocational sector and its new role as the
Qualifications Register Authority under the

Hong Kong Qualifications Framework.

Today, the HKCAAVQ continues to provide

quality assurance and assessment services to

Yiu-Kwan Fan

education and training institutions, course
providers and the general public, as well as
advisory and consultancy services in respect
of education qualifications and standards
to government bureaux and professional
organisations in Hong Kong and the Asia-
Pacific region.

Facing the challenges of rapid increase in
higher education opportunities and growing
diversity of course offerings, quality assurance
helps inform student choice, improve quality
processes and enhance learning outcomes.
To assure quality in higher education

institutions and  safeguard educational
standards, the HKCAAVQ is dedicated to
performing an active dual role as gate-keeper
and gate-opener in quality assurance in Hong
Kong. The mission of the HKCAAVQ is to
maintain threshold standards; to strengthen
providers’ quality assurance capability; and to
develop, promote and disseminate good

practices on quality assurance.

Sharing similar missions and objectives in
the advancement of quality assurance in
higher education, the HKCAAVQ and NIAD-
UE entered into a
Understanding (MOU) in March 2010 to

establish closer relations and to enhance

Memorandum of

mutual collaboration and support. Under this
MOU, the HKCAAVQ and NIAD-UE endeavour
to work together to exchange information and
expertise; to cooperate in the identification of
fraudulent awarding bodies or accrediting

agencies; to collaborate on quality assurance



projects and joint research of mutual benefit;
and to cooperate in any other mutually
agreed activities for the benefit of the higher

education sectors in both regions.

The changing education landscape both
locally and internationally underlines the
need for more coordination and collaboration
between different quality assurance bodies.
We believe such exchange is of great
importance to our accreditation and
assessment work. By forging close partnership
with the NIAD-UE and quality

assurance bodies worldwide, we can ensure

other

that our approaches are benchmarked with

international good practices.

We congratulate the NIAD-UE on its 20th
Anniversary and for its significant contributions
to the higher education institutions in Japan
over the past 20 years. We would also like to
take this opportunity to express our gratitude
to the NIAD-UE for its continued support and
generosity in sharing its valuable experience
and knowledge with the HKCAAVQ.

Quality assurance is particularly important
in this age of globalisation and growth of
knowledge-based economies. Although the
recent devastating earthquake and tsunami
have caused immense damage to Japan, we
are confident that the indomitable spirit of the
Japanese people coupled with their skills and
expertise will prevail and that Japan will
overcome these terrible setbacks. On behalf
of the HKCAAVQ, I wish to extend our
deepest condolences to the people of Japan,
and our best wishes to the NIAD-UE for its
challenging work ahead. We look forward to
closer collaboration with the NIAD-UE, as we

move forward together to face the challenges

and opportunities presented by new
developments in, and increasing demand for

higher education.

Executive Director
Hong Kong Council for Accreditation of

Academic and Vocational Qualifications
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