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[ABSTRACT]
The structure of Degrees and Diplomas in French Higher Education

Thierry MALAN™, Translated by NATSUME Tatsuya ™ *

This communication considers the situation of degrees and diplomas in French higher education before and af-
ter the reforms connected with the implementation of the process “Sorbonne-Bologna” from 1999 within the
framework of the creation of an European higher education and research area (EHEA). It analyses the develop-
ments and the transformations brought to this system of education and degrees in the three types of establish-
ments constituting French postsecondary Education :

1) “Grandes Ecoles”, mostly engineering schools and business schools, but also schools in other specific profes-
sional domains. These Schools recruit their students by competition, after a period of two years of preparation ;
some recruit immediately after the high school diploma.

2) Universities, the most important by the number of students, including University Technology Institutes (IUT),

3) Establishments mainly dedicated to secondary education (high schools) but which also offer two categories of
postsecondary classes (after the high school diploma) :

- for the preparation, in two years, for the entrance competitive examinations in the {Grandes Ecoles)

- for the preparation, in two years, for a technician qualification in senior technicians’ sections (STS)

The article presents the transformations and evolution of the devices of authorization, evaluation, accreditation

which accompany the insertion of French higher education in the European higher education and research area.

Keywords: Degrees, diplomas, Bachelor, Bologna process, Doctorate, Evaluation, Europe, European higher edu-
cation and research area (EHEA), Grandes Ecoles, Higher Education, Higher Education Institutions, Master, Uni-

versity
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