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[ABSTRACT]

The Academic Credits Bank System and the Bachelors Degree by Examination System:
The Roles of the National Institute for Lifelong Education
in the Changing Society of the Republic of Korea

CHUNG Suk-Koo*, MORI Rie**

The promotion of life-long learning is a part of the responsibility of the State as the Constitution of the
Republic of Korea provides ever after its amendment in 1980. The National Institute for Lifelong Education
(NILE), which was established in 2008, is in charge of the development of alternative routes to higher
education. Namely, it accommodates two systems that enable the earning academic degrees of bachelor and
associate by life-long learners.

This article reviews the states of affairs of the system of the Academic Credits Bank System (ACBS),
which benefits roughly 50,000 learners each year by conferring baccalaureate and associate degrees
through the recognition of various styles of learning as equivalents of collegiate education, and the
Bachelors Degree by Examination System (BDES), which was originally developed for parts of the
population underrepresented in higher education, and now annually attracts some 30,000 applicants and
confers baccalaureate degrees to approximately 700 successful applicants who pass the final stage of four
sequential sets of examinations. This article also discusses the function of life-long education policy in the
Republic of Korea at a time when its society is aging at a significant speed, and the possible roles of NILE in

a new setting with university/college education of higher accessibility of adult students in the future.

Keywords: life-long learning, higher education, credits, degrees, the Republic of Korea
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