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[ABSTRACT]

Possibilities for Recognition of Credit based on Studies outside Universities:
In Relation to the Awarding of Degrees by NIAD-UE

MUGURUMA Masaaki *

The National Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation (NIAD-UE) is a body
established by the Minister of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology that manages a degree-
awarding system in which people can receive degrees by accumulating credits without graduating from a
university. It awards bachelor’s degrees to people who are recognized as having scholastic ability equal to
that of a university graduate by accumulating “university credit” or “credit equivalent to university credit”
after graduation from a junior college, college of technology, or other institution.

However, in actuality, the majority of people who are awarded bachelor’s degrees from NIAD-UE are
people who acquired credit from an advanced program of a junior college or college of technology and who
subsequently graduated from said junior college or college of technology. On the other hand, the number of
people who acquired credit from other study programs remains small.

Therefore, from the standpoint of increasing learning opportunities for the acquisition of bachelor’s
degrees from NIAD-UE, this article attempts to show possibilities for new ways of recognizing “credit

equivalent to university credit” in existing studies at educational facilities other the universities.

*

Professor, Department of Assessment and Research for Degree Awarding, National Institution for Academic Degrees and
University Evaluation



