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(ABSTRACT)

Reformation and Development of the Pharmaceutical Education

and Its Degrees in Japan. Past, Present, and Future

Ken KANEMATSU*! and Koji YAMAKAWA*2

This article is summarized for the study of reformation and development of pharmaceutical education
in Japan and its degrees.

The historical background of a hundred years of pharmaceutical education in Japan is divided into
twelve periods for the purposes of discussion.

In the meiji era, the purpose of the pharmaceutical faculty was for professional training to
accommodate growing imported Western Drugs.

In the reform of pharmaceutical education system after the World War II, the Japanese education
system was reformed. The standard of the pharmaceutical education system was revised in 1956,
recommending that the single pharmaceutical departments at the colleges of pharmacy by replaced by
three departments, pharmacy, manufacturing pharmacy and biological pharmacy.

In recent movements toward reform in the pharmaceutical education, two amendments to the Medical
Services Law (1986 and 1992) have specified clearly the role to be played by pharmacists and
pharmacies wthin their local medical service, and have sharpended the distinction between medicine
and pharmacy.

In 1994, the period required for graduation is proposed by a committee of the Ministry of Health and
Welfare, supplementing of the current 4-year undergraduate pharmacy course with a 2-year postgraduate
master's degree course or a 6-year new pharmaceutical education system including practical training in a
medical institution for a period of at least 6 months.

Its future roles are now being seriously examined and discussed.

*1 Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees and
Professor Emeritus, Kyushu University
*2 Professor Emeritus, Science University of Tokyo






