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(ABSTRACT)

On “The Present Situation a,nd_k,Future Perspéctive of Degree
System in P. R. China”

Ryoichi KUROHA*

On May 3rd, 1995, Dr. Wang Zhong-Lie, the diréctor of the Academic Degree
Committee. of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China and I had a talk
on the existing circumstances of degree systems in Japan and the P. R. China. This
session was held on the campus of Beijing University, P. R. China thanks to the
interpretation by Ms. Yuan Fu-Jie, a research fellow of National Institute of
Multimedia Education, who happened to be visiting Beijing.

In this session, Dr. Wang’s talk about the status quo of degree system in P. R.
China was mainly based on a manuscript which had been prepared in advance. The
abstract of his manuscript is shown below.

On February 12, 1980, the 13th Plenary Session of the Standing Committee of
the 5th National Peoplw’s Ciogress formally abopted the Regulations of the
People’s Republic of China on Academic Degrees, which became effective from
January 1981. This significant event in the history of Chinese education marks
the beginning of academic degree system in New China.

In the past fifteen years a comprehensive system of authorization for con-
ferring degrees in the fields of philosophy, economicé, law (including politics,
sociology and ethnology), education (including psychology and physical culture),
literature (including linguistics and arts), history, natural science, engineering,
agriculture, medicine and military science has been ‘established in China By the
end of 1994, there were 607 tertiary institutions authorized to confer bachelor’s
degrees, in addition to 628 master’s degree-conferring units, of which 421 are
institutions of higher learning. There were over 8,000 master's degree pro-
grammes in various disciplines, 271 units have been authorized to confer doctoral
degrees. There were more than 2,100 doctoral programmes in various disciplines,
of which 1,700 are offered in institutions of higher learning.

A number of bases for training highly specialized professional personnel have

been set up in China. These institutions serve as centers for both teaching and
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research, thus laying the foundation for a postgraduate education system with
Chinese characteristics, which emphasizes all-round moral, intellectual and
physical development. They have also trained a large number of specialized
personnel in various fields for the country’s modernization and socialist
construction By the end of 1994, nearly 3.3 million bachelor’s 280,000 master’s
and 18,000 doctoral degree holders have been produced, and most of them have
played an important role in socialist construction. China can now rely on
domestic efforts to train master’s degree students in most disciplines. Proper
conditions for training doctoral degree candidates in a considerable number of
disciplines have also been created in domestic institutions.

With the experience of the past decade, an academic degrees system abapted
to the realities of China, as well as the assessment and management mechanisms
for quality control of various academic degrees have been established. Research
and international exchanges and cooperation in postgraduate education have
been actively carried out to ensure the quality of the degrees. Honorary doctoral
degrees have also been awarded.

We need to summarize experiences, deepen reform, rely mostly on domestic
efforts, and draw on the experience of other countries, for the improvement of
the quality of post-graduate education and the perfection the academic degree
system. We shall continue to carry forward the spirit of respecting knowledge
and talents, and train more high-level personnel with moral integrity and
expertise for socialist modernization and construction. We shall make efforts to
promote the development of various academic disciplines, and to further the
development of education and research.

Prior to our talk on the degree systems, Dr. Wang gave me his personal'history.

According to that document, he had been a professor of Beijing Normal University

from. 1958 to 1986. In 1982, he took a doctoral degree in Mathematics/Physics from

Utrecht University, Netherlands. From 1986, he had been vice president and professor

of Shandong University. He has been in his present post in the Academic Degree

Committee from 1988. He also holds much more responsible jobs both in education

and research. In this article, I will publish the whole manuscript of Dr. Wang’'s. 1

believe this information from him will introduce the exact situation of the academic

degrees in the P. R. China today.

I also made a commentary on his manuscript in this article to show the latest fact

or statistics. This commentary is wholly based on the bulletin, “A decade of Academic

Degrees Conferral in China 1980-1990” published by the Academic Degree Committee.






