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(ABSTRACT)

A Follow up Survey on the NIAD Bachelors

Rie Mori*

National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD) has awarded degrees based on
section 3 of article 68-2 of the School Education Law. There are several schemes to
obtain a NIAD degree. One way to obtain a Bachelor’'s degree is to accumulate
plenty of credits in proper fields of study. This type of Bachelor’s degrees of NIAD
have been awarded to 594 people in all out of 727 applicants up to Autumn of 1995,
Those applicants were demanded to accumulate proper amount of credits in
educational institutions other than universities e.g. advanced programs of junior
colleges or colleges of technology recognized by NIAD, otherwise in universities as
non-matriculated and credit-based students. They also asked to display their
scholarship in an academic discipline out of 26 categories on NIAD Bachelor’s
Degree.

NIAD has made inquires to the successful applicants by sending them out
questionnaires. This is a series of simple inquiries to cpntribute both to further
research in degrees and improvement of the system in NIAD, and to prepare for a
coming comprehensive research and analysis on NIAD bachelors.

This article is a summary of the inquiries up to 1994. Until then, 380 people have
responded to the inquiries out of 482 successful applicants by sending back sheets of
questionnaire which contains 6 kinds of questions as shown below; ‘

1 How were you informed the degree awardingr system of NIAD? ( Multiple

choice) o

2-1 What were your motivations to obtain a bachelor’s degreé? (Multiple choicé)

2-2 Which was the strongest motivation out of 2-1? (Choice) »

3 What was your jéb when you were awarded a bachelor’s degree? (Choice)

4 How did your life come to be after receiving a degree? (Choice)

5-1 How satisfied are you with receiving a degree? (Choice)

5-2 If any, please describe how you feel about receiving a degree.’ (Description)

6 Please describe anything you feel of the degree awarding system of NIAD

itself (such as if the degree is effective or not). (Description)

*Research Fellow, National Institution for Academic Degrees

o



According to the analysis of the questionnaire, two thirds of the 380 were in the
advanced programs of junior colleges or colleges of technology. They were allowed
to make an application to NIAD in October in the last academic year of their own
programs as expected applicants, i.e. to be expected to complete the program at the
end ofA the academic year. Eventually, more than 90% of all got information on this
degree system at their schools or Alma Mater. About 76% of non-expected applicants
had their own jobs and 61% 6f them were medical professions. ‘

After receiving a bachelor’s degree, about 48% were recruited for the first time in
their life, 0.8% of them had changed their occupation, and about 24% entered schools
of higher grade and attribute their choice, since obtaining degrees, compared to the
above mentioned groups. Most of all the successful applicants were satisfied with
their degrees, however, this new type of bachelor’s degree must be known to
everybody to guarantee the ability and credence. Therefore, public rélation activities

would be one of the emergent tasks of NIAD’s.






