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[ABSTRACT]

Evaluation and Certification for Lifelong Learning

YAMAMOTO Tsuneo*

This report was presented at a meeting (June 3, 2003) of the Faculty for the Assessment and
Research of Degrees at the National Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation.
Japan aims at the realization of a lifelong learning society. The requirements in building such a

society can be seen, as follows:

1) People should be able to choose between various learning opportunities freely, at any time,
anywhere they may be living.

2) People should be able to learn through these opportunities.

3) The achievements of such lifelong learning should be appropriately evaluated. In order to carry

this out, valid certification services should be available.

Japan is still behind in the realization of these objectives. A kind of service network must be
established in prefectures and cities, towns and villages with a national center or organization as their
base, although at present, such a network still remains to be formed.

Demographics show that the number of high school graduates will only decrease further so that
universities will, hereafter, need to accept more adult student enrollment. However, at present, in order
for universities to maintain their academic level, they have the tendency to refuse outside evaluation
standards, thus, making it difficult for many adults to enter the university system. If universities are to
enroll a larger adult student body in the future, they will need to accept the accreditation of such

standardized evaluations.

* Professor, Faculty of University Evaluation and Research, National Institution for Academic Degrees and
University Evaluation
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