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[ABSTRACT]

Standardization of the Articulation System in Higher Education in the U.S.:
Can “Orderliness/Continuity” and “Flexibility” Go Together?

HAYASHI Mio*

The purpose of this work is to explore the future direction and framework of the curricula in higher
education. Currently, there are problems in compatibility between orderliness/continuity and flexibility
of the curricula in higher education which need to be addressed.

The present curricula for higher education supposes a step-by-step learning approach, i.e.
orderliness, as well as the assumption that students are supposed to stay enrolled at one institution until
they have successfully received diplomas or degrees, i.e. continuity. However, recently, this kind of
orderliness and continuity in the curricula is being threatened as students, for whatever reasons, move
from one institution to another. Is there a solution(s) to this trend? And, in the U.S., how are these
trends addressed from state to state? Is there an agenda? From this perspective, approaches and reforms

in this articulation system at the state-level in the U.S. has been investigated.

The findings are as follows:
I) U.S. reform of the articulation system follows four patterns:

(1) UNIFYING THE CURRICULA---Standardization of the curricula.

(2) UNIFYING ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS---Collecting information on courses offered by
different colleges and their credit requirements for various degrees or certificates, making
equivalency lists, and also establishing a common course numbering system while releasing such
information on the web or through publications.

(3) DEFINING ELIGIBLE STUDENTS FOR BLOCK TRANSFER---Setting high admission
requirements and allowing eligible students to transfer all general education credits from a
previous institution of learning.

(4) MAINTAINING THE STATUS QUO---Taking no special measures to assure either the

orderliness or flexibility of the curricula.

II) These reforms were implemented under 5 types of regulation:
(1) LEGISLATION---Prescribing all of the procedures of transferring credits and establishing
admission requirements by law.
(2) TRUST---Prescribing only the framework for reform by law and entrusting its practice or

interpretation to the governing boards or coordinating boards of higher education.

* Doctorate Course, Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo
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(3) VOLUNTARY REFORM---No legislation enforced but leaving the reforms up to the governing
boards or coordinating boards of higher education.

(4) GUIDELINES ONLY---Prescribing only the framework for reform by law and entrusting its
practice or interpretation to each institution.

(5) NO REGULATION---No legislation enforced while leaving reform up to the decision of each

institution.

Each pattern of reform is strongly related to the type of regulation. The choice of regulation is
dependent on the social and historical or institutional conditions. However, any kind of reform will
require the institutions to make some level of sacrifice or compromise. These findings show that it is
important to discuss a grand design for the kind of curricula that is best for Japan and how it should be

implemented.
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