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[ABSTRACT]

Japanese Higher Education in the Age of
Internationalization and Increasing Mobility

SATO Teiichi*

Japanese higher education has embarked on reform as the advisory committees such as Ad-Hoc
Educational Committee (Rinji Kyoiku Shingikai) and University Council outlined in the 1980s and
1990s. Recently, the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) has an impact in addition. It is the
first legal trade agreement in services within the World Trade Organization (WTO). Education is one of
the service sectors covered by the GATS.

The GATS defines four ways in which a service can be traded. According to these four modes of
supply, not only people but also academic programs and providers can move across borders. Under this
condition, it has emerged that the quality of education services fails to be correctly judged, especially in
cases where services are supplied by e-learning through the Internet. Quality assurance and accreditation
are therefore central issues regarding liberalization of higher education.

In March 2002, Japan presented to the WTO Council of Trade in Services its Negotiating Proposal
on Education Services. It stresses the importance of:

- maintenance and improvement of the quality of education and research activities;
- protection of the consumer;
- measures to ensure international equivalence of degrees, diploma, etc.

In order to protect consumers (learners), Japan points to the significance and necessity of
constructing an information network on the higher education supplied across borders. Moreover, it
advocates a collaborative research in international organizations such as OECD as well as in

international groups consisting of university evaluation organs in each country.

* Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Permanent Delegation of Japan to UNESCO (Ex-Director
General, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)
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