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[ABSTRACT]

Professional Degree Programs in the U.S.:
Ed.D. program of the professional school of education

HASHIMOTO Koichi*

There are so many professional degrees at graduate level in the U.S. The Ed.D. (Doctor of
Education) is one of them in the field of education conferred by professional school. I introduce the
policies, procedures to the degree and history of the Ed.D. program in the Graduate School of Education
and Information Studies (GSE&IS) of UCLA in this paper.

Since 1939, GSE&IS has offered advanced degrees such as Ph.D., Ed.D., M.A., and M.Ed.. These
degree programs pursue careers as teachers, school administrators, researchers, college faculty and
college administrators. The Ed.D. is the highest professional degree offered by the Educational
Leadership Program (ELP) of GSE&IS, which was developed in 1993 in response to a public mandate
for strong leadership to guide the nation's schools and colleges. In contrast to the Ph.D. degree in
research focused on building or testing theory, the Ed.D. emphasizes action research to improve the
practice of education.

ELP students have to be engaged in the 3-years courses work in groups on projects that may involve
problem-based learning, case studies and reflective writing. All students must complete a culminating
project to get the degree. The ELP has a profound impact on their professional carrier and contributes to

their ability to both obtain and succeed in their current position by getting the Ed.D.

*  Associate Professor, Faculty of Assessment and Reseach for Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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