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[ABSTRACT]

Survey of German Policy of IT-aided Education :
New Media in Education Program PT-NMB

KAMIYA Takeshi*

A survey of the German Federal Government policy on the promotion of IT-aided education is
conducted, with specific focus on the newly established program of “New Media in Education (PT-
NMB)”.

A worldwide general trend is the emphasis of the governmental support to improve the education
methodology fully exploiting advanced media, a combination of computer and network technologies.
This is because of the recognition that the economic and social structures have been changing rapidly
with the very fast development of information technology. Hence the professional competence is only
maintained by the continuing self-education habit. Correspondingly the reorganization of the education
systems is required.

In 1999 a general policy report was issued from the Ministry of Education and Research, German
Federal Government, on the educational reform and the employment in the information age. It is
emphasized , among others, that the integrated policy of innovations in university education, vocational
training and school education is necessary. In addition to the actions fully equipping all the schools and
universities with computers and network facilities, it is necessary to develop new educational tools to
improve the quality of the education/learning, either class-room lecture, self-learning at home, or distant
education.

In 2000 a division of New Media in Education (PT-NMB) was established in GMD, German
Mathematical Data-processing Institute, which is responsible for the execution of the funding program to
support the development of educational software in all the educational sectors. The scope of the funding
program is summarized. The author visited GMD and made an interview with the officers in charge.
Some of the typical proposals of educational innovation are sketched.

Three characteristic features are pointed out. Firstly, it is a brave and clever decision to unite the
educational reforms of universities and vocational training, in view of the German historical tradition
that educational systems have been rather clearly separated into academic and practical training courses.
Secondly the funding size of around 80 billion Yen per five years is a rather ambitious side in
international comparison. Mutual collaboration among Federal Government, local governments and
private sectors only enables to support this big program. Lastly it is pointed out that the corresponding
efforts in Japan are more scattered and lacking in focus. Strong policy in Japan is anticipated that will
bring a better matching between the industrial demand of qualified professionals and the supply of well-
trained graduates from higher education institutes through improved educational systems, fully

employing new media technology.

* Professor, Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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