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[ABSTRACT]

System of Self-Study as an Alternative to a Baccalaureate Degree

in the Republic of Korea

MORI Rie *

This article outlines the system of self-study as an alternative to a bachelor's degree in the Republic of
Korea. The system of self-study was launched in 1990 to allow people with a high school diploma to earn
baccalaureate degrees without going to a higher education institute. In this system, one can earn a
baccalaureate degree by passing four stages of standardized examination out of twelve academic fields such
as Korean and Korean Literature, English and English Literature, Business Administration, Laws,
Mathematics, Home Economics, Political Science, Child Education, Computer Science, Agricultural
Science, Nursing, and Chinese and Chinese Literature. One may be exempted from one or more stages of
examination or some parts of the curriculum when he/she has had learning experiences in a higher
education institution or in a recognized course of training, or vocational qualification or license. In this
meaning, this system of self-study can be said to be a fusing device of vocational career into academic

qualification and may provide considerable implication against the degree-awarding system of NIAD.

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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