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[ABSTRACT]

The Works of The National Council for Educational Awards (NCEA) and

Academic Qualification Systems in Ireland

Akira Tachi *

This article takes a general view of academic qualification systems in the Republic of Ireland and
describes the works of the National Council for Educational Awards there.

The institutions that are tilted as a “university” generally confer academic qualifications, especially
academic degrees. But some institutions, which are not named as a “university” , also award the same
qualifications. Daigaku-Hyoka Gakui-Juyo Kiko, the National Institution for Academic Degrees, is the case
in Japan.

In Ireland, the National University of Ireland is the validating body for the academic qualifications of its
four constituent universities. The University of Dublin, University of Limerick and Dublin City University
confer their own degrees. But the Dublin Institute of Technology makes its own awards. Then the National
Council for Educational Awards (NCEA) is the statutory national validating body for the majority of
courses offered in the institutes of technologies and the national colleges. It also validates a wide number of
courses offered in other third-level colleges which operate under the aegis of the local VECs and some
courses in private third-level colleges.

The NCED was establised in 1972 and have conferred over 170,000 awards by 1999. The awards range
from Foundation Certificates through to Diplomas and Degrees, including PhD. Awards are made in the
fields of business studies, humanities, engineering and technology, science and computing disciplines.

Every year new courses are approved by NCEA and there are over eight hundred approved courses in
2000. The designated institutions, which have approved courses, are over forty. The numbers of

qualifications awarded by NCEA has increased from about 4,500 in 1984 to about 17,000 in 1999.

* Professor, Faculty of University Evaluation and Research, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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