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[ABSTRACT]

External Degree Programs in Higher Education Institutions in the United States:
A Report of a Survey
Rie MORT*

This article summarizes the result of surveys on external degree programs in higher educational
institutions in United States. It also gives some interpretations of the implication of present situation of
those kinds of programs.

Driven by the progress of information technology (IT), external degree programs or distant education
programs in higher education have been dramatically developed in this half-decade in the United States.
Those programs give alternative access to adult learners to participate higher education. On the other hand,
introduction of this kind of program was suggested by the University Council to be a critical agenda of
Japanese higher education for its globalization. Especially, facilitation of IT and acceleration of credit-
matriculation system may be pointed to be the central factors of universalization of higher education. It may
be meaningful to see the present situation and learn from the experience of U.S. to make that information
utilize to the reformation of Japanese higher education system and to forecast the future of world's higher
educational trend.

Roughly saying, there will be needed two kinds of infrastructure to promote the external or
distance program. They are the equal quality assurance and alternative evaluation system of credit to
promote the credit transfer, and the preparation of real and/or virtual equipment to sustain the information
transfer, such as test centers or wold wide web.

Basically, external or distance programs are focused on adult learners as their most possible
customers to serve. This article also points that it is possible that the external degree programs benefit adult
learners who are not very much keen to earn degrees but to obtain skills and/or knowledge for the sake of
their job security or vocational promotion.

When the universalization of higher education has realized to its ultimate stage, it may enter the
stage of universal-participation. If it is really the case, external or distance programs of higher education
institutions may exhibit the blue print of possible future of world's higher education, with full usage of IT

and with students of diversity.

* Associate Professor, Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees
National Institution for Academic Degrees.
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