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[ABSTRACT]

Technology Strategy for Academic Advantage in Open University U.K.

Yoko Hirose*

There is a lot of hype about the effects of Information Technology on Higher Education.

Due to the decreasing of the population of 18 year-old students, it is said that some higher educational
institutes in Japan are facing a critical moment. IT seems to be regarded as a lifeline at this turbulent time
for education.

In this paper I would like to discuss the way in which IT strategy was newly launched in Open University
UK in 1998. I shall try to analyze their strategy in relation to other factors such as the organization of OU

and the historical back ground of British higher education in the latter part of the 20th century.

Key ward : Open University U.K., Distance Education, IT strategy, Learning support system, British
Higher Education
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