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[ABSTRACT]

Contemporary Trends in Nomenclature of Academic Degrees in Japan

Masaaki Muguruma*

Before the revision of educational codes of 1991, only Doctoral and Master's degrees were defined as “a
degree” in Japan. Further, variations of each of them are restricted into 19 for Doctoral and 28 for Master's
degrees. At that time, 29 Baccalaureate were legitimated just to be titles which are available for people who
have completed undergraduate programs. After the revision, universities are legitimated to confer
Bachelor's, Master's and Doctoral degrees along with appropriate names that show the major, in accordance
with the fields in which they are awarded. National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD) has been
conducting a series of surveys on those names of major attached to academic degrees awarded in Japan
since FY 1994 with cooperation from universities.

Based on the results of this survey until FY 1998, this article summarizes the contemporary trends of

terminology in the nomenclature of those degrees.

* Professor, Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees, National Institution forAcademicDegrees
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