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[ABSTRACT]

Accreditation of Postsecondary Education in the United States:
A Case Study on "A Self Study Report of Wayne State University for
Renewal of Its Accreditation by the North Central Association of Schools and Colleges"

Hiizu Iwamura*

Contrary to the higher educatonal systems in Japan where the central administration has a tradition of
establishing new national colleges and universities on the basis of national policies and granting
accreditation to the establishemt of additional private colleges and universities and those of local
governments as needed, application has to be made every five or ten years for renewal of accreditation of
all colleges and universities by the regional and professional accreditation bodies in US. Having
explained the purpose, organization and mechanism of these two kinds of the accreditation bodies in
Chapter 1-3, the author has made several explanations and comments on each section of the self study
report of Wayne State University in the final chapter. Since not much is known on the construction and
the contents of such a report in Japan, a bit lengthy Japanese excerpt of "a self study report of Wayne
State University for renewal of its accreditation by the North Central Association of Schools and
Colleges" published in the January 1997 issue of Inside Wayne State is added as an Appendix of this
case study thesis. The report consists of sections on Introduction, Wayne State University Organization
and Infrastructure, Concerns of the 1986 NCA Evaluation Team, Institutional Purposes, Research,

Teaching, and Sevice.

*Professor, University of the Air
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