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[ABSTRACT]

Experiences and Opinions of the Degree Earners from NIAD:

With Reference to Follow-Up Survey to the Degree Earners

Koichi Hashimoto*
Rie Mori**

Yoshitaka Hamanaka**

The National Institution for Academic Degrees (hereinafter called NIAD) was established in July 1991,
based on the Law concerning the Establishment of National Schools, and awards academic degrees (B. A.,
M.A., and Ph. D) based on Section 3 Article 68-2 of School Education Law. A NIAD degree may be
awarded under two different schemes. One is based on the combination of successful completion of a
program of junior college, college of technology or an equivalent level of education, and credit
accumulation subsequent to the completion of the given program([1]). The other is based on successful
completion of a NIAD-approved program provided by an educational institution which is operated not
under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, but under other ministries
and agencies([2]). The objective of this paper is to analyze a follow-up survey to degree earners in category
[1]. In this paper, we examine how a bachelor degree or degrees awarded by NIAD are accepted in the
society or workplace, based on the analysis of degree earners’ experiences and opinions.

Awarding degrees in the category [1] started in 1992. In the first year, five candidates applied the degree
and only three were granted. But after that, the number of applicants and successful applicants has rapidly
increased. In 1998, the total number of applicants was 1563 (accumulated number 5231) and the number of
successful applicants was 1418 (accumulated number 4607).

In this paper, we examine the “Follow-up Survey to degree earners” conducted in Oct. 1998 to all degree
earners since the first year up to 1997 to grasp their experiences and opinions after earning degrees.

First, we look into the mechanism and process of degree awarding by NIAD and profiles of degree
earners (Chapter 2). Then from the outcome of the follow-up survey we examine the current situation of
degree earners and what they think about their situation (Chapter 3) and analyze a change of their
experiences and opinions also by utilizing the survey conducted immediately after graduation (Chapter 4).
Moreover, we analyze answers to the open-end questions and discuss the degree awarding system of NIAD
at a variety of phases (Chapter 5). Finally we analyze those answers to the open-end questions by a sub-

group of basic certificates and concentrations and find challenges for the future (Conclusion).

* Associate Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees

** Research Fellow, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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