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[ABSTRACT]

Survey on Patterns of Learning on NIAD-Degree Applicants:
A Preparatory Study for the Development of Credit Accumulation System

Koichi Hashimoto*
Rie Mori**

Yoshitaka Hamanaka**

This survey was conducted to determine learning processes, which were taken by learners to
satisfy the degree-awarding requirements of the National Institution for Academic Degrees, NIAD. NIAD
serves an alternative way to baccalaureate degrees to learners who completed junior colleges, colleges of
technology, post-secondary programs of special training colleges or a first 2-year program of colleges or
universities.

In this article, authors aimed to drew a clear and detailed understanding of the patterns of the
learning knit by applicants to find out implications to develop a system which enables learners to get
baccalaureate degrees by accumulating college credits without completing junior colleges, colleges of
technology or so.

Given Chapter 1, an introduction, outline of general system of degree-awarding is given in
Chapter 2. In Chapter 3, all 4032 applicants cumulated until degree-award-term September 1998 are dealt.
It is analyzed that in which kind of schools they learned to earn credits to get degrees. In Chapter 4 and 5,
3510 successful applicants out of 4032 applicants are dealt. Above all, successful applicants who
accumulated credits as non-matriculated credit-based students at colleges and universities were described in
detail. Because it is believed that the way how they earn enough credits as non-matriculated students to
apply degrees will give much implication most effectively to develop a new system of degree-awarding
introduced above. The analyze in these 2 chapters refers not only their learning experiences at schools, but
also their job experiences or age to drew a comprehensive picture of non-matriculated students.

As a conclusion, it could be said that the new system will be a benefit to specific groups of society
with age, occupation or educational backgrounds by giving an alternative way to get baccalaureate degree

without being matriculated as degree students at colleges and universities.

* Associate Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees

** Research Fellow, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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