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A Degree-Granting Institution with no Teaching Function
in the United States: A Study on Regents College

Akira TACHI*

The National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIDA) was founded in 1991 as an
institution which grants degrees through assessment and has no teaching function. Though
the direct model of NIAD was the Council for National Academic Awards (CNAA) in the
United Kingdom, which closed its nearly 30 year history in 1992, some similar institutions
have long existed.

The University of the State of New York Regents College is a good example. It is the
oldest and almost the only higher education institution in the United States which is devoted -
exclusively to assessment.

The college had an experimental beginning as the Regent External Degree Programe in
1971 on the belief that what an individual knows is more important than how and where
that knowledge was acquired. In.1972 the Associate in Arts and the Bachelor of Science
in business degrees were introduced, and the first 77 degrees were conferred. Now the college
has several Associate and Bachelorl degree programs (A.A./A.S. Liberal Arts, A.A./A.AS.
Nursing, A.S. Business, A.S. Technology, B.A./B.S. Liberal Arts, B.S. Nursing, B.S. Business
and B.S. Technology) and serves nearly 14,000 degree candidates each year. Over 45,000
have graduated from this college. The institute was first accredited by the Middle States
Association of Colleges and Schools in 1977.

In 1991 the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New York approved the
college to move to free-standing status from the State Department of Education. The experi-
mental period ended and the new period has begun.

Non-traditional credit awarding programs, like the College-Level Proficiency Examination
Program or business/industry training evaluated by the PONSI of American Council of

Education have contributed to its success.

*Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees.



