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The New System of Japan’s National University and its Consequences

Fumihiro Maruyama

Abstract: The new system of Japan’s national universities has started in 2004 in which each
national university has been given a corporate status. This paper firstly describes the features
of both the reform process and the new system itself. The reform has changed the old national
university system drastically all at once from the structure of governance to budget allocation
while some European countries have changed them in spending over ten years. The last half of
this paper evaluates some consequences of the reform in which block grant allocated to
university has decreased year by year, professors have expressed their complaint of
insufficient research time and administrative staffs have suffered from over loads in preparing
the new accounting system while university presidents tend to positively evaluate the new
system.
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