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Public Funding on Higher Education in Japan

Fumihiro Maruyama

Abstract: The amount of public funding on higher education has been required to increase in
most developed and some developing countries because of the expansion of higher education
population and needs to improve the quality of higher education. On the other hand, sources
of public funding for higher education are hardly secured at the time of financial difficulties of
government, industries, and households. Thus higher education institutions across the world
are struggling to achieve their goals and missions of education and research with less public
funds and the government needs to invent and reform its modus operandi to allocate funds
more efficiently and effectively to the institutions. This paper examines the current issues in
public funding on higher education; reviews the present situation on public expenditures in
Japan; summarizes various discussions on the block grant to national universities made by
several government’ s advisory boards and committees; shows the opinions on block grant to
national universities by presidents, senior administrators, faculty heads of national
universities across the country; finally presents the ways of fund allocation to higher

education institutions in Europe and the United States.
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