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National University Reform in Japan and Sweden

Fumihiro Maruyama

Abstract: Each of 87 Japan’s national universities had given a corporative status in the
Spring of 2004.  After the new system of national university, a new management method by
targets and goals was implemented in universities, block grant replaced the older earmarked
funding so that a university has more discretion to spend its budget, and a university
president was given more power in the area of governance and management. In Sweden the
similar reform has been done since 1977; to enhance the freedom of the universities from
central political government; to introduce a system of management by objectives and results;
to evaluate university management by using an income statement, a balance sheet schedule, a
cash-flow statement, etc. Although Swedish universities are not given corporation status and
they are still parts of central government's administrative agencies. This paper examines
the comparable reforms of national universities in Japan and Sweden and points out some
problems in Japan's new system.
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