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Foreword 

 

CAMPUS Asia (Collective Action for Mobility Program of University Students in Asia) is an initiative 

established by the Japanese, Chinese, and Korean governments to promote quality-assured student 

exchange. Since the launch of Mode 1 (2011 to 2015), the initiative has advanced through successive 

five‑year cycles—Mode 2 (2016–2020) and then to Mode 3 (2021–2025). 

At the Ninth Japan-China-Korea Trilateral Summit in May 2024, it was reported that approximately 15,000 

students participated in CAMPUS Asia over the 13 years from 2011 to 2023, and it was confirmed that the 

program will continue to be actively supported with the goal of increasing the number of participating 

students to 30,000 by the end of 2030.  

 

The three quality assurance agencies— the National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality 

Enhancement of Higher Education (NIAD-QE, Japan), the Education Quality Evaluation Agency of the 

Ministry of Education (EQEA, China), and the Korean Council for University Education (KCUE, Korea) 

—have recognized the quality assurance for international inter-university exchanges as a shared challenge 

and have supported the CAMPUS Asia initiative from the perspective of quality assurance, since its first 

implementation. During Mode 1 and Mode 2, the three agencies conducted monitoring three times that 

identified good practices from the perspective of education quality and disseminated the reports widely, 

both domestically and internationally. 

 

As the number of countries participating in CAMPUS Asia was expected to expand beyond the initial 

three countries during Mode 3, which commenced in 2021, it was agreed at the seventh meeting of the 

Japan-China-Korea Committee for Promoting Exchange and Cooperation among Universities, held in 

September 2019, that the quality assurance agencies would support the development of common quality 

assurance standards. NIAD-QE was then commissioned and subsidized by the Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) under its Inter-University Exchange Project to develop 

common quality assurance standards in collaboration with EQEA and KCUE, to promote shared quality 

and values of international programs and to further enhance quality-assured exchanges among 

universities across Asia.  

 

In developing the Standards, the primary aim was to foster a shared understanding of the quality expected 

of student exchange programs across Asia and to provide a common reference point that supports 

universities’ autonomous and sustainable quality assurance activities. The Standards would then contribute 

to both the expansion of CAMPUS Asia and to reinforcing its commitment to quality-assured exchange. 

The collaboration among NIAD-QE, EQEA, and KCUE began to develop the Standards in 2021 at the start 

of Mode 3, and professional and practical insights from experts in Japan, China, and Korea, as well as input 

from CAMPUS Asia consortiums, were collected through questionnaires, surveys, and consultations during 
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the four years of development. 

 

The Standards were developed with a structure consisting of four fundamental principles and eight 

standards. After they were finalized, the Standards were made available on relevant websites and 

disseminated both within Japan and overseas through presentations at international conferences and at a 

symposium hosted by NIAD-QE. We sincerely hope that the Standards will be widely used for the 

autonomous and continuous quality assurance and enhancement of inter-university exchange programs, 

and that they will contribute to promoting quality-assured exchanges among universities across Asia. 

 

In closing, I would like to express our deepest gratitude to the participating universities from CAMPUS 

Asia consortiums and the experts who provided invaluable support and cooperation in the development of 

the Common Quality Assurance Standards. 

 

 

HATTORI Yasunao, D.Sc. 

President,  

National Institution for Academic Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education (NIAD-QE), 

Japan 
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Ⅰ. Background of “The CAMPUS Asia Common Quality Assurance Standards Project” 

１. “CAMPUS Asia” Initiatives 

“CAMPUS Asia”* is a concept established by the Japanese, Chinese, and Korean governments to promote 

quality-assured student exchange. (*Collective Action for Mobility Program of University Students in Asia) 

At the second Japan-China-Korea Trilateral Summit in 2009, a proposal was made to further promote high-

quality inter-university exchange between the three countries. In April 2010, the Japan-China-Korea 

Committee for Promoting Exchange and Cooperation among Universities was established by the 

governments, universities, and industry officials of the three countries, and the governments-led “CAMPUS 

Asia” initiative was thereby launched. 

This initiative aims to foster global human resources and strengthen the global development of university 

education by promoting inter-university exchange; it also emphasizes the importance of quality assurance 

for both programs and curriculums. In line with this concept, a framework for quality-assured inter-

university exchange was requested. To support the concrete efforts for quality assurance initiatives, the 

quality assurance agencies of the three countries have been participating in the “CAMPUS Asia” initiative 

since it was first launched. 

 

２. Trials to Full-fledged Implementation – “CAMPUS Asia” Mode 1 and Mode 2 

The “CAMPUS Asia” promotes international collaborative academic programs implemented by 

consortiums established through the cooperation of at least three universities in Japan, China, and Korea. 

The basic framework for student exchange is open to all academic fields, recommends one or more 

semesters of study at the undergraduate level, encourages the implementation of double-degree programs 

at the graduate level, and promotes reciprocal mobility through both incoming and outgoing students. Each 

mode of the “CAMPUS Asia” project runs for five years, and the Japanese, Chinese, and Korean 

governments jointly determine the adoption of participating programs for each Mode. Mode 1, conducted 

from FY2011 to 2015, was a trial period during which 10 pilot programs were implemented. The three 

countries' governments recognized their outstanding achievements and thus, Mode 2 from FY2016 to 2020, 

became a full-fledged implementation with the number of participating programs increasing to 17 (8 

continued from Mode 1 and nine new for Mode 2). 

Participating universities in Japan were selected within the 'Inter-University Exchange Project' initiated by 

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT). 

 

３. Expanding beyond JCK – “CAMPUS Asia” Mode 3 

Starting in 2021, the participating countries expanded beyond Japan, China, and Korea toward sustainable 

development and expansion of “CAMPUS Asia” in Mode 3 (2021-2025). 

Specifically, some universities from ASEAN countries have joined, and 20 programs, including 7 new ones, 

have been initiated since November 2021 (the universities from Japan were selected through the 'Inter-
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University Exchange Project' by MEXT in 2021). 

In Mode 3, an exchange of at least three months is recommended for undergraduate programs; an additional 

recommendation is the awarding of double or joint 

degrees for graduate programs. In addition, Mode 

3 encourages the use of a variety of media in 

education and also promotes internships and extra-

curricular activities outside of academic 

experiences. 

 

 

“CAMPUS Asia” Programs in Mode 3 

Universities from Japan, China, Korea, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand are 

participating. Total: 20 programs 

 

◼ Continuing: 13 Programs 

University 

(Core 

Institution) 

Project Title Partner Institutions 

Chiba 

University, 

Shibaura 

Institute of 

Technology 

SDI-A: Social Design Initiative in Asia 1. Zhejiang University (China) 

2. Yonsei University (Korea) 

3. Mahidol University (Thailand) 

4. King Mongkut's University of 

  Technology Thonburi (Thailand) 

5. University of Technology Malaysia  

 (Malaysia)  

The University 

of Tokyo 

BESETO＋NUS Platform for the 

Double Degree, Exchange and Online 

Learning Programs on International 

and Public Policy Studies in Asia 

1. Peking University (China) 

2. Seoul National University (Korea) 

3. National University of Singapore  

  (Singapore)  

Tokyo 

University of 

the Arts 

Asian Animation Education Network: 

Establishment and Management 

1. Communication University of China  

  (China) 

2. Korea National University of Arts  

  (Korea) 

3. Silpakorn University (Thailand) 

Tokyo Institute Joint Education and Research 1. Tsinghua University (China) 
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of Technology Programs of Top Asian Science and 

Engineering Universities (T²KN 

Consortium) 

2. Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 

  Technology (Korea) 

3. Nanyang Technological University  

  (Singapore) 
 

Tokyo 

University of 

Marine Science 

and 

Technology 

OQEANOUS Plus: Education 

program fostering advanced 

professionals who can create 

technology and its application in the 

strategic development for sustainable 

utilization of the ocean 

1. Shanghai Ocean University (China) 

2. Korea Maritime and Ocean University  

  (Korea) 

3. Chulalongkorn University (Thailand) 

4. Kasetsart University (Thailand) 

5. University of Malaya (Malaysia) 

6. IPB University (Indonesia) 

 
 

Nagoya 

University 

Human resource development to 

support legal and policy platforms for 

deepening "jus commune" in East Asia 

and disseminating it to ASEAN and 

the World 

1. Renmin University of China (China) 

2. Tsinghua University (China) 

3. Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China) 

4. Sungkyunkwan University (Korea) 

5. Seoul National University (Korea) 

6. National University of Singapore 

  (Singapore)  

Osaka 

University 

Nurturing of medical and public health 

research leaders to solve health 

problems in global societies 

1. Peking University (China) 

2. Tsinghua University (China) 

3. Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China) 

4. Tianjin University of Traditional  

  Chinese Medicine (China) 

5. Guangdong Pharmaceutical University  

  (China) 

6. Yonsei University (Korea) 

7. Mahidol University (Thailand)   

Kobe 

University 

Multidisciplinary Education Program 

for Careers on Risk Management 

Experts 

1. Fudan University (China) 

2. Korea University (Korea) 

3. Chulalongkorn University (Thailand) 

4. National University of Laos (Laos)  

Kyushu 

University 

Cooperational Graduate Education 

Program for the Development of 

1. Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China) 

2. Pusan National University (Korea) 
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Global Human Resources in Energy 

and Environmental Science and 

Technology -Expansion to ASEAN- 

3. University of Technology Malaysia  

  (Malaysia)  
 

Kyushu 

University 

Cooperative Educational Program for 

Fostering Human Resources to Lead 

Sustainable Development of Recycle-

Based Zero-Emission Urban and 

Architectural Environment in Asia 

1. Tongji University (China) 

2. Pusan National University (Korea) 

3. National University of Singapore  

  (Singapore) 

Nagasaki 

University 

Asia Intercollegiate Cooperative 

Project for Nurturing Global Leaders 

in Sustainable Infrastructure 

Development 

1. Shandong University (China) 

2. Sungkyunkwan University (Korea) 

3. Nanyang Technological University  

  (Singapore) 

4. National University of Laos (Laos) 

Waseda 

University 

Social Innovation Program for 

Promoting Dialogue of Civilizations 

and Fostering Cultural Intelligence in 

Contemporary Asian Societies 

1. Peking University (China) 

2. Korea University (Korea) 

3. Nanyang Technological University  

  (Singapore)  

Ritsumeikan 

University, 

Ritsumeikan 

Asia Pacific 

University 

Korea-China-Japan Joint Campus 

program to foster global leaders for 

East Asia 

1. Dongseo University (Korea) 

2. Guangdong University of Foreign  

  Studies (China)  

 

◼ New: 7 programs 

Tohoku 

University 

Multimodal Global Leaders 

Development through Asian-Model 

Dentistry Consortium 

1. Peking University (China) 

2. Sichuan University (China) 

3. Seoul National University (Korea) 

4. Yonsei University (Korea) 

5. Chulalongkorn University (Thailand) 

6. University of Indonesia (Indonesia)   

University of 

Tsukuba 

Development Program for 

Professionals in Educational Policy 

Management Contributing to Solving 

1. East China Normal University (China) 

2. Korea National University of Education 

  (Korea) 
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Global Issues 3. Khon Kaen University (Thailand) 

4. University of Technology Malaysia 

  (Malaysia) 

5. Bandung Institute of Technology 

  (Indonesia) 
 

University of 

Yamanashi 

A³I: Real Problem Solving Driven 

Artificial Intelligence Education 

Program 

1. Hangzhou Dianzi University (China) 

2. Pukyong National University (Korea) 

3. University of Malaysia Perlis (Malaysia)  

Nagoya 

University 

Fostering Human Resources for C-

Zeroization in Asia Countries 

1. Shanghai Jiao Tong University (China) 

2. Korea Maritime and Ocean University 

  (Korea) 

3. Chulalongkorn University (Thailand) 
 

Hiroshima 

University 

International Collaborative Human 

Resources Development Program in 

Asia to Foster Inclusive Minds 

1. Beijing Normal University (China) 

2. Changchun University (China) 

3. Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 

(Korea) 

4. Indonesia University of Education 

(Indonesia) 

5. Kasetsart University (Thailand)   

Nagasaki 

University 

Asia Fisheries and Marine 

Environment Leaders Program 

(AFIMA Leaders Program) 

1. Ocean University of China (China) 

2. Pukyong National University (Korea) 

3. University of Malaysia Terengganu  

  (Malaysia)  

Rikkyo 

University 

The Asian Consortium for Excellence 

in Liberal Arts and Interdisciplinary 

Education (The ACE) 

1. Seoul National University (Korea) 

2. Peking University (China) 

3. National University of Singapore 

  (Singapore)  

出典：INTER-UNIVERSITY EXCHANGE PROJECT: List of Selected Projects（FY2021 Support for 

promoting the establishment of Asian Higher Education Community） 

https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-tenkairyoku/sentei_jigyo/2021.html
https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-tenkairyoku/sentei_jigyo/2021.html
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Ⅱ. Quality Assurance for “CAMPUS Asia” 

1. Quality-Assured Student Exchange – Concept of “CAMPUS Asia” 

As the scale of international student exchange expands in Asia, it is crucial that universities, governments, 

and quality assurance agencies work together towards ensuring "quality" to promote high‑quality and 

internationally compatible education and quality-assured student exchange programs. 

Efforts to ensure the quality of the programs are the main concept of “CAMPUS Asia” initiatives, and 

various approaches have been pursued since the initiatives were first launched. 

In 2010, the "Japan-China-Korea Committee for Promoting Exchange and Cooperation among 

Universities," a trilateral council consisting of government, university, and industry officials from the three 

countries, established the "Guidelines for Exchange and Cooperation among Universities in China, Japan 

and Korea with Quality Assurance." The guidelines expect all stakeholders, such as governments, 

universities, and quality assurance agencies, to fulfill their respective responsibilities and strive to 

implement inter-university exchange programs, ensuring the quality of credits and degrees awarded. 

In line with the concept of “CAMPUS Asia,” the quality assurance agencies of Japan, China, and Korea 

have been working to support the quality assurance of the university consortiums in those three countries 

since the initiatives first launched. 

２. Support for Quality Assurance Initiatives within “CAMPUS Asia” – Monitoring Activities 

Having recognized the nature of quality assurance in international education as a common challenge, the 

three quality assurance agencies of Japan, China, and Korea launched the Japan-China-Korea Quality 

Assurance Council in March 2010. [The three quality assurance agencies were: the National Institution for 

Academic Degrees and University Evaluation (NIAD-UE, at the time) in Japan, the Higher Education 

Evaluation Center of the Ministry of Education (HEEC, at the time) in China, and the Korean Council for 

University Education (KCUE) in Korea.] To further promote international joint academic programs and 

ensure their quality, the Council has conducted monitoring and supported the “CAMPUS Asia” programs 

through quality assurance as a joint initiative of the three countries. 

Monitoring activities are an initiative to identify good practices in the programs from the perspective of the 

quality of education. Many good practices have been compiled into reports and widely disseminated both 

domestically and internationally. 

The related publications are available at the following URL 

https://www.niad.ac.jp/english/cqa/qacampusasia/publications/ 

３ . Quality Assurance Initiatives in “CAMPUS Asia” Mode 3 – Developing Common Quality 

Assurance Standards 

The role of quality assurance became even more important in developing and expanding “CAMPUS Asia” 

beyond the boundaries of the three countries of Japan, China, and Korea to further improve student 

mobility and harmonious inter-university student exchange. In particular, to ensure the quality of programs 

https://www.niad.ac.jp/english/cqa/qacampusasia/publications/
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that transcend various countries and regions in Asia, a shared understanding of quality standards is required 

for international exchange programs, while respecting the differences between the national systems. It is 

also desirable to establish a framework that enables the universities implementing the program to engage 

in quality assurance in an autonomous and sustainable manner. 

Thus, followed by the “CAMPUS Asia” monitoring, the three countries' quality assurance agencies worked 

toward developing common quality assurance standards, which would act as a framework for supporting 

sustainable quality assurance initiatives of university consortiums throughout Asia. 
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Ⅲ. Approach to Developing Standards 

１. What are Common Quality Assurance Standards? 

Common Quality Assurance Standards (hereafter the Standards) are intended to serve as common 

reference points for all program stakeholders and to explain the expected quality, as well as methods for 

maintaining and improving that quality, with the goal of promoting inter-university exchange with quality 

assurance within the broader Asian region.  

In particular, the Standards aim to support initiatives that enable universities involved in exchanges to 

deepen their understanding of each other’s educational environments and systems, and to enhance quality 

sustainably while working together and complementing each other.  

 

２. Implementation Structure for Developing the Standards 

Based on the agreement reached at the 7th Japan-China-Korea Committee for Promoting Exchange and 

Cooperation among Universities held in 2019, NIAD-QE, EQEA, and KCUE jointly worked on developing 

the Standards. In addition, with the participation of universities from ASEAN countries in “CAMPUS Asia” 

Mode 3, quality assurance agencies in ASEAN also contributed to the process. 

 

３. Procedure for Developing the Standards 

The project consists of three phases. 

Phase 1 (2021-2023): Development of the Standards (draft) 

➢ Precedents for quality assurance activities for international joint programs in Asia and other 

regions were researched. This includes researching the results of the joint monitoring 

conducted by the quality assurance agencies in Japan, China and Korea under CAMPUS Asia 

“Mode 1” and “Mode 2.” 

 

Phase 2 (2023-2025): Questionnaire and interview survey 

➢ Online surveys regarding the “Common Quality Assurance Standards (Preliminary Draft)” 

were conducted among the university consortiums in the CAMPUS Asia “Mode 3.” A total of 

20 responses (100% response rate) and nearly 100 comments were collected, including 

positive feedback on the draft Standards as well as specific suggestions for additions. 

➢ Online interview surveys based on the “Common Quality Assurance Standards (Draft)” were 

conducted among the 4 voluntarily participated university consortiums out of the 20 

programs. Experts from Japan, China, and Korea participated as interviewers, and staff from 

quality assurance agencies in ASEAN countries participated as observers. By interviewing the 

consortiums for their efforts according to the draft Standards, the appropriateness of the 

Standards was empirically examined. 
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Phase 3 (2025): Finalization of the Standards and dissemination of outcomes 

➢ The Standards were finalized based on the results of the interview survey. As a key outcome 

of the project, the Standards were disseminated internationally at two international 

conferences in May 2025 and at an international symposium in November 2025. 

 

４. Identification of Essential Elements of the Standards and Reference Examples 

◼ Essential Elements 

The following elements were identified as essential to the Common Quality Assurance Standards. 

• Consideration of Diversity 

It is essential to take into account not only the diversity across Asian countries, but also the various 

types of exchange programs that have been offered, such as degree programs (including 

double/joint degrees), semester-long exchanges, and short-term intensive programs. 

• Promotion of Flexibility 

In times of uncertainty caused by the pandemic and social changes, the standards should promote 

the provision of appropriate educational methods and support systems to ensure that students' 

learning is not interrupted. 

• Support for Sustainable Quality Assurance 

Based on the basic principles of quality assurance, the standards should support university 

consortiums to further strengthen the structure, function of their quality assurance initiatives (their 

internal quality assurance mechanisms), and assist autonomous and sustainable efforts in program 

improvement and quality assurance. 

 

In developing the Standards incorporating these essential elements, examples of inter-university student 

exchange programs overseas were collected, and relevant guidelines and reference documents that outline 

the quality aspects to be considered were reviewed. A direction for developing the standards was defined, 

specifically referring to the guidelines that have already been agreed upon at the government level and 

carefully considering the perspectives required. Furthermore, the Standards were developed through 

cooperation and collaboration with the quality assurance agencies in Japan, China, Korea, and ASEAN 

countries. 

 

◼ Reference Examples 

• Guidelines for Exchange and Cooperation among Universities in China, Japan and Korea with 

Quality Assurance 

These guidelines were developed based on the discussions at the second meeting of the Japan-
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China-Korea Committee for Promoting Exchange and Cooperation among Universities in Beijing 

in 2010. They outline the expected actions by the governments, universities, and quality assurance 

agencies to promote quality-assured exchange and collaboration between universities in the three 

countries. 

• ASEAN Plus Three Guidelines on Student Exchanges and Mobility 

These guidelines were adopted at the third ASEAN Plus Three Education Ministers Meeting held 

in Malaysia in 2016. They provide reference for the establishment and implementation of 

international student exchange programs in the region, notably the elements to include and 

information given to students. 

• Joint Guidelines for Monitoring International Cooperative Academic Programs in CAMPUS Asia 

(Second Edition) 

NIAD-QE jointly formulated these guidelines in 2020 with the quality assurance agencies in China 

and Korea. They provide a set of criteria in monitoring activities to improve program quality, by 

identifying the status of the academic programs offered by university consortiums in Japan, China, 

and Korea.  

 

◼ Other Examples for Reference 

Examples of ASEAN International Mobility for Students (AIMS) programs—student exchange 

programs mainly in the ASEAN region promoted by Southeast Asian Ministers of Education 

Organization Regional Centre specializing in higher education and development (SEAMEO-RIHED) 

—were collected. Furthermore, Erasmus+ programs funded by the European Commission to support 

education, training, and youth exchanges within and outside Europe, were also collected as an example 

for reference. 

In addition, evaluation criteria within the screening guidelines for the 2021 Inter-University Exchange 

Project were used as reference points. 

 The AIMS Programme Operational Handbook (Second Edition) 

 Erasmus Charter for Higher Education 2021-2027 Guidelines 

 Screening guidelines for the 2021 Inter-University Exchange Project  

https://www.mext.go.jp/a_menu/koutou/shitu/1379612.htm
https://qacampusasia.niad.ac.jp/publications/joint-guidelines-for-monitoring-international-cooperative-academic-programs-in-campus-asia-second-ed.html
https://qacampusasia.niad.ac.jp/publications/joint-guidelines-for-monitoring-international-cooperative-academic-programs-in-campus-asia-second-ed.html
https://aims-rihed.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/aims_programme_handbook_second_edition_revised.pdf
https://erasmus-plus.ec.europa.eu/document/erasmus-charter-for-higher-education-2021-2027-guidelines
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Ⅳ. Common Quality Assurance Standards 

The full text of the finalized Common Quality Assurance Standards is provided below. 

 

 

Common Quality Assurance Standards 

– Enhancing Quality Collaboration for Inter-University Exchanges in Asia – 

 

A. Fundamental Principles 

The inter-governmental scheme by China, Korea, and Japan has been successfully promoting inter-

university exchanges with quality assurance since 2011. In expanding this scheme throughout Asia, the 

Higher Education Institution (hereafter HEI) endorses the following fundamental principles and 

undertakes to implement them accordingly: 

 

 The HEI undertakes to further enhance the international competitiveness of Asian universities 

and promote educational and academic exchanges that will serve as the foundation for mutual 

understanding and long-term harmonious relations within the region. Additionally, in line with 

the scheme, which aims to create a higher education community based on an international 

network of universities in Asian countries aspiring toward the peaceful development of Asia, 

the HEI, together with partner institutions, contributes to the realization of these objectives as 

a member of this framework.  

 The HEI guarantees to provide programs under the scheme to enhance quality higher education 

in Asia by responding flexibly to societal changes, while complying with the relevant laws and 

regulations of each higher education system, and establishing appropriate structures and 

various types of support to ensure the continuity of students’ learning.  

 The HEI offers essential information regarding the available programs for students, who are 

considered as primary stakeholders, to make informed choices. It provides education in 

accordance with the students' interests and concerns, following student-centered principles 

and ensuring academic rigor.  

 The HEI respects in full the principles of equality, equity, inclusiveness, diversity, and 

openness to the society.   
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B. Standards  

The HEI undertakes to ensure maintaining and continuing to implement these standards as a 

participating HEI in international collaborative academic programs in Asia.  

1. Establishment and Sharing of Objectives 

1.1 

The HEI, with partner institutions, clearly defines the objectives of the program, the 

personality to be cultivated, and the expected learning outcomes in terms of students’ 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes, and shares them among stakeholders. The HEI also 

considers the expected social impact of its programs upon setting objectives. 

2. Implementation Structure 

2.1 

The HEI has made an agreement among partner institutions in which the basic policies 

of the program, such as the program management system, responsibilities toward 

students, and expense sharing, are documented. 

2.2 

The HEI clearly states the operational structure of program implementation and relevant 

responsibilities as well as the support system provided by related organizations within the 

institution. 

2.3 
The HEI has established an educational management system in which faculty and staff 

members involved collaborate and implement the program effectively and sustainably. 

2.4 
The HEI appropriately establishes a program-coordinating function and maintains 

mechanisms for regular communication and coordination among partner institutions. 

3. Curriculum 

3.1 

The HEI cooperates and collaborates with partner institutions to design a curriculum, 

including project advisory plans aligned with the program ’s objectives and expected 

learning outcomes.  

3.2 

The HEI ensures to provide its curricula based on the cooperation among faculty 

members of partner institutions. The HEI is prepared to utilize various teaching 

methods effectively, encompassing online and hybrid, in addition to face-to-face 

education. 

3.3 

The HEI provides detailed information on curricula and subjects such as course 

descriptions, language of instruction, lecture style, credits, student workload, expected 

learning outcomes, and grading methods. This information is included in the syllabus or 

other supplemental documents, while making the latest information available to students. 
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4. Student Acceptance 

4.1 

The HEIs jointly establish and implement policies for letting students join the program 

according to its objectives, with envisaged learning outcomes that students will obtain 

taken into consideration. The HEIs also endeavor to assure a balanced student mobility 

among partner institutions. 

4.2 

The HEI has clearly set up a process to let students join the program (including eligibility 

for application and recognition of qualifications) while paying attention to equity and 

transparency with the provision of accurate information for students’ decision-making. 

5. Student Support for Learning and Living 

5.1 

The HEI agrees among partner institutions on the necessary learning and living support 

for students, based on the objectives and characteristics of the program. In addition, the 

HEI disseminates details of each area of support in an explicit manner to both prospective 

and current students. 

5.2 

The HEI adequately provides the agreed learning support to students. Examples of 

learning support include an academic advising system such as the placement of teaching 

assistants, course guidance, language learning support, and sufficient research and 

learning environments through libraries, information technology, and laboratory 

facilities. 

5.3 

The HEI adequately provides the agreed living support for students. Examples of 

students ’  living support include financial support, accommodation support, medical 

support, orientations, counseling, interaction with local communities, and risk 

management. 

5.4 
The HEI encourages interactions among students and alumni within and outside the 

program. 

6. Learning Outcomes 

6.1 

The HEI has appropriately established methods for measuring the learning outcomes as 

defined in 1.1 and shared the results of the measurements in a timely manner among 

partner institutions. 
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7. Credit Transfer and Degree Awarding 

7.1 
The HEI promotes mutual understanding of the credit system of each institution and has 

made agreements on credit transfer and recognition. 

7.2 The HEIs have a collective understanding of each grading method and standard. 

7.3 

The HEI provides information, without any delay, to students and their home institutions 

on their academic records, such as credits and grades, in a transparent and explicit 

manner. The HEI properly manages the academic records of students based on mutual 

agreement among partner institutions.  

7.4 

In the case of degree-seeking programs, the HEI has established an appropriate review 

system, processes, and standards according to the types of degrees awarded. Particularly 

for joint degree and double degree programs, the HEIs have jointly arranged and properly 

managed the standards and assessment system based on mutual agreement according to 

the objectives of the program. 

8. Continuous Quality Improvement 

8.1 

The HEI has developed an effective and continuous internal quality assurance system 

including the appointment of responsible bodies for implementation to promote the 

quality improvement of the program. 

8.2 

The HEI has established a mechanism that contributes to the improvement of educational 

management based on the information on students’ learning outcomes obtained by the 

method described in 6.1. 

8.3 

The HEI has developed procedures for internal quality assurance to identify issues 

through regular meetings among partner institutions and feedback from students and 

other stakeholders, and consider measures for the improvement of program management. 

8.4 
The internal quality assurance system and procedures for the program jointly developed 

by the HEIs are functioning effectively. 

8.5 
The HEIs jointly plan to consider various measures, including financial schemes and the 

availability of adequate human resources, to ensure sustainable operation of the program. 

[NOTE] These Standards will be reviewed and revised as necessary every three to five years in response 

to the changing environment of higher education and inter-university student exchange. 
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Ⅴ. Standards and Explanatory Notes 

The complete text of the Common Quality Assurance Standards is presented, along with explanatory 

notes for each standard. 

Additionally, "Examples of Supporting Documents" are presented as reference materials for conducting 

program self‑assessment using these standards, illustrating the types of evidence or supplementary 

documents that can demonstrate that each standard is met. 

 

 
Common Quality Assurance Standards 

- Enhancing Quality Collaboration for Inter-University Exchanges in Asia - 

 

A. Fundamental Principles 

The inter-governmental scheme by China, Korea, and Japan has been successfully promoting inter-

university exchanges with quality assurance since 2011. In expanding this scheme throughout Asia, the 

Higher Education Institution (hereafter HEI) endorses the following fundamental principles and 

undertakes to implement them accordingly: 

 

 The HEI undertakes to further enhance the international competitiveness of Asian universities 

and promote educational and academic exchanges that will serve as the foundation for mutual 

understanding and long-term harmonious relations within the region. Additionally, in line with 

the scheme, which aims to create a higher education community based on an international 

network of universities in Asian countries aspiring toward the peaceful development of Asia, the 

HEI, together with partner institutions, contributes to the realization of these objectives as a 

member of this framework.  

 The HEI guarantees to provide programs under the scheme to enhance quality higher education in 

Asia by responding flexibly to societal changes, while complying with the relevant laws and 

regulations of each higher education system, and establishing appropriate structures and various 

types of support to ensure the continuity of students’ learning.  

 The HEI offers essential information regarding the available programs for students, who are 

considered as primary stakeholders, to make informed choices. It provides education in 

accordance with the students' interests and concerns, following student-centered principles and 

ensuring academic rigor.  

 The HEI respects in full the principles of equality, equity, inclusiveness, diversity, and openness 

to the society.   
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B. Standards  

The HEI undertakes to ensure maintaining and continuing to implement these standards as a participating 

HEI in international collaborative academic programs in Asia.  

 

1. Establishment and Sharing of Objectives 

1.1 

The HEI, with partner institutions, clearly defines the objectives of the program, the 

personality to be cultivated, and the expected learning outcomes in terms of students’ 

knowledge, skills, and attitudes, and shares them among stakeholders. The HEI also 

considers the expected social impact of its programs upon setting objectives. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

When a consortium develops and manages an inter-university exchange program, it is important that 

the participating institutions carefully define the program’s objectives, the personality to be 

cultivated, and the expected learning outcomes, ensuring that these are shared among stakeholders. 

It is essential that expected learning outcomes be continuously recognized and prioritized within 

participating institutions throughout all stages of program implementation, including the review of 

assessment methods, sharing of results, curriculum design, student support, and internal quality 

assurance.  

The stakeholders referred to here primarily include students and faculty involved in the program, 

relevant institutional units, and partner institutions. They also encompass broader actors such as 

organizations and local communities related to the program. 

It is desirable that social impact of the program is also considered when setting objectives. 

 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Agreements, memorandums of understanding (MOU), and other documents of agreement with 

overseas partner institutions 

・ Program website 

・ Symposium materials (including event invitations, program descriptions, etc., providing details 

on objectives and purposes) 
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2. Implementation Structure 

2.1 

The HEI has made an agreement among partner institutions in which the basic policies of 

the program, such as the program management system, responsibilities toward students, and 

expense sharing, are documented. 

2.2 

The HEI clearly states the operational structure of program implementation and relevant 

responsibilities as well as the support system provided by related organizations within the 

institution. 

2.3 
The HEI has established an educational management system in which faculty and staff 

members involved collaborate and implement the program effectively and sustainably. 

2.4 
The HEI appropriately establishes a program-coordinating function and maintains 

mechanisms for regular communication and coordination among partner institutions. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

To ensure effective program management, it is essential that all participating institutions be actively 

engaged and appropriately share values and responsibilities. In addition, a well-designed 

implementation structure must be established. The basic policies of the program should be 

thoroughly discussed among the participating institutions and formalized through written 

agreements. Each institution is expected to develop a comprehensive support system in 

collaboration with relevant internal departments, alongside a clear operation and accountability 

framework, and to establish an academic structure that enables involved members to work together 

effectively. Furthermore, mechanisms for regular communication and coordination among partner 

institutions should be in place to address day-to-day issues collaboratively. In addition, securing 

faculty members with international proficiencies and substantial expertise is essential. Support 

measures and mechanisms that encourage faculty members’ active participation should be 

established to ensure sustainable management of the program. 

 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Agreements, memorandums of understanding (MOU), and other documents of agreement with 

overseas partner institutions* 

・ Documents summarizing international strategies 

・ Program website* 

・ Documents on program implementation structures (including university-wide support systems) 

・ Documents on educational management systems of the program 

・ Documents on coordination functions of the program 
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3. Curriculum 

3.1 

The HEI cooperates and collaborates with partner institutions to design a curriculum, 

including project advisory plans aligned with the program’s objectives and expected learning 

outcomes.  

3.2 

The HEI ensures to provide its curricula based on the cooperation among faculty members 

of partner institutions. The HEI is prepared to utilize various teaching methods effectively, 

encompassing online and hybrid, in addition to face-to-face education. 

3.3 

The HEI provides detailed information on curricula and subjects such as course descriptions, 

language of instruction, lecture style, credits, student workload, expected learning outcomes, 

and grading methods. This information is included in the syllabus or other supplemental 

documents, while making the latest information available to students. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

It is essential that the curriculum be designed based on the program’s objectives and expected learning 

outcomes defined in 1.1, and that it be reliably delivered through cooperation among the participating 

institutions. It is also important to establish a framework that enables the effective use of flexible and 

diverse teaching methods to ensure continuity in student learning. Furthermore, it is critical that 

detailed information on the curriculum and courses be clearly stated in appropriate documents and that 

the latest information be made available to students. When providing information, timeliness and 

accessibility are also important considerations. 

 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Documents on the content of curricula (or research guidelines) and teaching methods 

・ Program overviews (brochures, newsletters, etc.) 

・ Syllabi, lists of courses 

・ Program application guidelines for students 

・ Documents on short-term exchange programs 
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4. Student Acceptance 

4.1 

The HEIs jointly establish and implement policies for letting students join the program 

according to its objectives, with envisaged learning outcomes that students will obtain taken 

into consideration. The HEIs also endeavor to assure a balanced student mobility among 

partner institutions. 

4.2 

The HEI has clearly set up a process to let students join the program (including eligibility 

for application and recognition of qualifications) while paying attention to equity and 

transparency with the provision of accurate information for students’ decision-making. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

The participating institutions are required to jointly formulate and implement policies for student 

acceptance in accordance with the program’s objectives and expected learning outcomes defined in 

1.1. It is also expected to ensure balanced student mobility among the participating institutions. 

Furthermore, it is essential to establish clear processes for student acceptance while ensuring 

fairness and transparency, and to provide accurate and timely information that enables students to 

make informed decisions. 

 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Agreements, memorandums of understanding (MOU), and other documents of agreement with 

overseas partner institutions* 

・ Records of the number of exchange students. 

・ Program application guidelines for students* 

・ Learning agreements/research plan forms 

・ Program website* 

 

  



20 

5. Student Support for Learning and Living 

5.1 

The HEI agrees among partner institutions on the necessary learning and living support for 

students, based on the objectives and characteristics of the program. In addition, the HEI 

disseminates details of each area of support in an explicit manner to both prospective and 

current students. 

5.2 

The HEI adequately provides the agreed learning support to students. Examples of learning 

support include an academic advising system such as the placement of teaching assistants, 

course guidance, language learning support, and sufficient research and learning 

environments through libraries, information technology, and laboratory facilities. 

5.3 

The HEI adequately provides the agreed living support for students. Examples of students’ 

living support include financial support, accommodation support, medical support, 

orientations, counseling, interaction with local communities, and risk management. 

5.4 
The HEI encourages interactions among students and alumni within and outside the 

program. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

Learning and living support for both incoming and outgoing students should be provided in various 

forms at each stage of an exchange program—before, during, and after participation. Therefore, it is 

essential that the participating institutions share and agree on what types of support are needed at 

each stage and ensure that they are appropriately implemented. For prospective and current 

participants, the details of each support measure should be presented in an explicit manner, with due 

consideration given to timeliness and accessibility. In addition, establishing ongoing student 

counseling services would also be beneficial. 

 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Agreements, memorandums of understanding (MOU), and other documents of agreement with 

overseas partner institutions* 

・ Program application guidelines for students* 

・ Program overviews (brochures, newsletters, etc.)* 

・ Program website* 

・ Campus guide book for students 

・ Documents showing the status of student and alumni exchanges 
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6. Learning Outcomes 

6.1 

The HEI has appropriately established methods for measuring the learning outcomes as 

defined in 1.1 and shared the results of the measurements in a timely manner among partner 

institutions. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

Participating institutions are required to establish appropriate methods for measuring students’ 

learning outcomes (such as knowledge, skills, and attitudes) as defined in 1.1, and to share the 

measured outcome appropriately among participating institutions. It is desirable that learning 

outcomes be measured systematically in terms of both subject‑specific and generic competences. 

Establishing a consortium-level framework for measuring learning outcomes is highly desirable. 

Furthermore, accumulating and analyzing medium-to long-term data, such as monitoring the impact 

of learning outcomes on graduates’ career paths and employability, is considered highly beneficial. 

 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Documents on the evaluation methods of learning outcomes (syllabi, survey of learning 

outcomes, rubric, etc.) 

・ Samples of learning artifacts created by students (reports, collections of work, portfolios) 

・ Analysis of students’ submissions to domestic and international academic journals 

・ Overviews of student questionnaires and documents confirming the results 
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7. Credit Transfer and Degree Awarding 

7.1 
The HEI promotes mutual understanding of the credit system of each institution and has 

made agreements on credit transfer and recognition. 

7.2 The HEIs have a collective understanding of each grading method and standard. 

7.3 

The HEI provides information, without any delay, to students and their home institutions 

on their academic records, such as credits and grades, in a transparent and explicit manner. 

The HEI properly manages the academic records of students based on mutual agreement 

among partner institutions.  

7.4 

In the case of degree-seeking programs, the HEI has established an appropriate review 

system, processes, and standards according to the types of degrees awarded. Particularly for 

joint degree and double degree programs, the HEIs have jointly arranged and properly 

managed the standards and assessment system based on mutual agreement according to the 

objectives of the program. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

When developing a credit transfer framework, it is essential for participating institutions to 

understand credit systems, grading methods and standards of each institution, and formalize 

agreements on credit transfer and recognition among the participating institutions while paying 

attention to the content and level of education to be transferred. In order for students to fully benefit 

from the credit transfer system, it is important to clearly specify in advance the courses that are 

eligible for transfer. For example, creating and making available subject comparison tables for credit 

transfer would assist exchange students in selecting courses, enable faculty members to verify course 

equivalency during credit transfers, and enhance the overall transparency of the program. It is 

essential that students’ academic records be provided to students and their home institutions in a 

transparent and explicit manner without any delay. In addition, participating institutions need to 

manage academic transcripts and related documents appropriately, based on mutual agreement. In 

the case of degree-seeking programs, it is necessary to establish degree conferral policies and review 

systems in accordance with the objectives of each program and ensure their proper implementation. 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Agreements, memorandums of understanding (MOU), and other documents of agreement with 

overseas partner institutions* 

・ Regulations/guidelines for credit transfer and recognition 

・ Regulations/guidelines for grading methods/standards 

・ Program overviews (brochures, newsletters, etc.)* 

・ Degree-granting program implementation status 

・ Regulations for completion requirements 

・ Documents outlining structures, processes, and standards for the evaluation of the relevant 

degrees 
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8. Continuous Quality Improvement 

8.1 

The HEI has developed an effective and continuous internal quality assurance system 

including the appointment of responsible bodies for implementation to promote the 

quality improvement of the program. 

8.2 

The HEI has established a mechanism that contributes to the improvement of educational 

management based on the information on students’ learning outcomes obtained by the 

method described in 6.1. 

8.3 

The HEI has developed procedures for internal quality assurance to identify issues through 

regular meetings among partner institutions and feedback from students and other 

stakeholders, and consider measures for the improvement of program management. 

8.4 
The internal quality assurance system and procedures for the program jointly developed by 

the HEIs are functioning effectively. 

8.5 
The HEIs jointly plan to consider various measures, including financial schemes and the 

availability of adequate human resources, to ensure sustainable operation of the program. 

◼ Explanatory Notes 

To ensure the continuous improvement of the program, participating institutions should establish 

and effectively implement an internal quality assurance system and procedures, based on thorough 

consultation among institutions. Using information on student learning outcomes identified 

through the method described in 6.1, institutions should analyze the achievement of expected 

learning outcomes and identify areas for improvement through stakeholder feedback, including 

students. These processes should lead to ongoing enhancement of the program. Furthermore, to 

ensure the program’s sustainability, strategies for securing financial and human resources should be 

developed collaboratively, and a long-term operational foundation should be established. 

 

◼ Examples of Supporting Documents 

・ Documents confirming the program's internal quality assurance regulations and implementation 

structures 

・ Overviews of student questionnaires and documents confirming the results* 

・ Reports on internal quality assurance activities 

・ Documents providing evidence that efforts for improvements have been made in regard to 

challenges discussed among participating universities 

*＝Previously mentioned document 

[NOTE] These Standards will be reviewed and revised as necessary every three to five years in response 

to the changing environment of higher education and inter-university student exchange. 
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Ⅵ. Dissemination of Outcomes 

１. Dissemination of Outcomes through "The CAMPUS Asia Common Quality Assurance Standards 

Project" Website 

NIAD-QE launched the "CAMPUS Asia Common Quality Assurance Standards Project" website 

[https://www.niad.ac.jp/english/cqa/qacampusasia/] in March 2023 to provide information and updates 

regarding the project. The website is available in both Japanese and English, and it consists of five content 

sections: “Objectives & Background,” “Common Quality Assurance Standards,” “Achievements of 

Monitoring Activities,” “Topics & Reports & Publications,” and “Links.” NIAD-QE actively disseminated 

information by posting, in both Japanese and English, articles about meetings and surveys conducted during 

the process of developing the Standards, as well as about the project outcomes and related activities.  

 

2. Presentations at International Conferences 

1) Japan-China-Korea joint presentation at the INQAAHE Biennial Conference 2025 (May 2025) 

NIAD-QE presented the outcome of "The CAMPUS Asia Common Quality Assurance Standards Project" 

with China (EQEA) and Korea (KCUE) at the parallel session of the 

INQAAHE* Biennial Conference 2025, which was held in Tokyo from May 13 

to 16, 2025. 

The three agencies first introduced the initiatives on quality assurance for 

university consortiums in the three countries. Then they presented the 

background story of establishing the Standards, its process, and the structure 

of the Standards to the participants from various countries and regions. 

This became the first presentation sharing "The Standards" as the main 

outcome of the project, after its establishment in April 2025. During the Q&A 

session, active discussions about utilizing the Standards took place and a lot of valuable comments were 

exchanged. 

 

At the presentation 

https://www.niad.ac.jp/english/cqa/qacampusasia/
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*INQAAHE is an international network established in 1991 with the aim of collecting and providing information on theories 

and practices related to the evaluation, improvement, and maintenance of the quality of higher education. NIAD-QE has 

been an INQAAHE member since July 2001. 

 

2) Japanese - French Workshop on Quality Assurance in Research & Education (May 2025) 

NIAD-QE, the French Embassy in Japan, and the High Council for Evaluation of Research and Higher 

Education (Hcéres) in France jointly organized the workshop to strengthen Japanese – French cooperation 

in higher education and research on May 16, 2025.  

NIAD-QE also presented the outcome of "The CAMPUS Asia Common Quality Assurance Standards 

Project" as part of its quality assurance initiatives for international inter-university exchange.  

 

3. The International Symposium on CAMPUS Asia Common Quality Assurance Standards Project 

(November 2025) 

NIAD-QE hosted the "International Symposium on CAMPUS Asia Common Quality Assurance 

Standards Project" on Tuesday, November 4th, 2025. 

Under the theme of "Quality Assurance of Cross-border Higher Education: Sharing 

Practices, Perspectives, and Regional Approaches," guest speakers from Japan and 

abroad introduced the latest practices of policies and initiatives for quality 

assurance in cross-border higher education in Asia and Europe. 

NIAD-QE, in collaboration with China (EQEA) and Korea (KCUE), presented the 

"Common Quality Assurance Standards.” 

 

◼ Speakers & Presentation Title 

・Professor SUGIMURA Miki 

President, Sophia University/ Professor, Faculty of Human Sciences, Sophia University 

“Advancing International Higher Education in Asia: Functions and Implications of Common Quality 

Assurance Standards”  

・Professor NISHIZAKI Hiromitsu 

Professor and Director, Center for Promotion of Internationalization, University of Yamanashi 

“ Initiatives of Internal Quality Assurance in the "Asia Real Problem Solving Driven AI Education 

Program" in Partnership with Four Asian Universities” 

・Mr. Douglas Blackstock 

Former President, The European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA) 

“Quality assurance: building trust and confidence in Cross Border Higher Education, a perspective from 

Europe” 

・Ms. Margot Van den Broeck  

Promotional Flyer 
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Policy Advisor, Educational Policy Department, KU Leuven (Catholic University of Leuven)  

“Shaping the umbrella. Una Europa's internal quality assurance process for joint education” 

 

<Joint presentation> 

・Mr. Dongseok Seo 

Senior Director, Office of University Innovation Support, KCUE 

・Professor Luo Xiong 

Professor, University of Science and Technology Beijing 

・Professor HOTTA Taiji 

Visiting Professor, Research Department, NIAD-QE  

“Developing the Common Quality Assurance Standards” 

 

◼ Summary of the presentations 

Professor Sugimura introduced trends in international higher education in Asia and the importance of 

quality assurance in cross-border higher education. She 

first underlined key principles that could be challenging to 

quality assurance for inter-university exchanges in Asia： 

diversity as a foundation, flexibility for uncertain times, 

support for sustainable quality assurance mechanisms, and 

additionally, who leads initiatives in quality assurance and 

how the standards for quality assurance should be applied. 

Then she touched on the possibilities of challenges and 

opportunities the "Standards" could bring.  

Professor Sugimura emphasized how the Standards could serve as a common benchmark for students, 

faculty, and other stakeholders, thereby encourage their mutual understanding of educational systems and 

support continuous improvement of quality assurance between partner universities. At the same time, she 

noted the importance of respecting differences in each national contexts and priorities, and of building 

mutual trust. In this regard, Professor Sugimura stated that the Standards should not be applied as binding 

rules but should be used as a shared foundation for each stakeholder to enhance their systems. 

 

In the introduction of case studies from the consortiums selected under “CAMPUS Asia,” professor 

Nishizaki presented the outline of the "Asia Real-World Problem-Solving Driven AI Education Program," 

which the University of Yamanashi collaborates with universities in China, Korea, and Malaysia, along with 

introduction of its quality assurance initiatives. 

As part of the program's quality assurance efforts, three pillars are adopted: (1) international agreements 

and frameworks, (2) management and evaluation framework, and (3) information sharing and 

communication system. 

The second pillar facilitates with the steering committee and the international evaluation committee, where 

At the symposium 
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advice from external members is incorporated into program improvement through the PDCA cycle. 

 

Mr. Blackstock gave an overview of the current situation and challenges of quality assurance in cross-border 

higher education in Europe. He first pointed out that the term "cross-border education" covers multiple 

forms of education and is defined differently across countries, institutions, or other stakeholders, thus, 

sometimes it can be complicated to align a shared understanding of the term. Mr. Blackstock further pointed 

out that, new guidelines for quality assurance in cross-border education are in development on top of 

existing guidelines, tools, and frameworks, while awareness and implementation of existing guidelines and 

tools remain insufficient. Therefore, he strongly mentioned that the priority should be placed on 

strengthening the use of existing guidelines and tools rather than on creating or updating guidelines. 

Mr. Blackstock also emphasized that providing students with variety of high-quality learning opportunities 

requires governments and quality assurance agencies in each country to develop a mutual understanding of 

their quality assurance initiatives, share good practices seamlessly, and pursue simplification and 

diversification of quality assurance approaches. Mr. Blackstock concluded that cross-border education 

offers valuable opportunities not only for students but also for a wide range of stakeholders, including higher 

education institutions and employers, and this only applies when such education is built on trust, 

transparency of the education itself, and robust quality assurance. 

 

Ms. Van den Broeck introduced the quality assurance initiatives and challenges of "Una Europa," a 

university alliance selected under the European Universities Initiative, which aims to promote cross-border 

cooperation among universities in Europe. 

Una Europa implements a steering committee consists of three academics from each of eleven partner 

universities to oversee the program. The alliance also runs eight clusters, each of which has one 

representative from every partner university. Among these  clusters, the quality assurance cluster is 

considered particularly important, focusing on developing shared principles, building a knowledge database, 

and establishing clear roles and responsibilities. 

The alliance put importance, from its years of experience, on executing the shared principles into actual 

practices, exchanging candid dialogue and information to ensure mutual understanding and continuous 

improvement, and ensuring flexibility. Above all, Ms. Van den Broeck stressed that it is essential for 

alliances to always keep in mind the primary objective, which is providing students with high-quality 

education. 

 

At the presentation of the "Common Quality Assurance Standards," the background of the CAMPUS Asia 

project, process of developing the Standards, and their contents were introduced in detail. The participants 

survey conducted after the symposium collected positive feedbacks as most participants answered that their 

understanding of the "Standards" had improved and their interests in the "Standards" had increased. 

 

The symposium was held in a hybrid format of in-person and online, successfully concluded with 276 
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participants from Japan and abroad. 

 

The presentation materials and recordings are available on the symposium webpage. 

https://www.niad.ac.jp/english/news/en2025/entry-5770.html 

 

 

https://www.niad.ac.jp/english/news/en2025/entry-5770.html
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Ⅶ. Receiving the 2025 APQN Quality Award (November 2025) 

NIAD-QE, EQEA and KCUE were jointly awarded the 2025 APQN Quality Award. This award is presented 

by Asia-Pacific Quality Network (APQN*) to institutions and individuals who made outstanding 

contributions to quality assurance or implemented exemplary practices that serve as a model in the Asia-

Pacific region. 

The Common Quality Assurance Standards Project was highly recognized, and the three agencies received 

the "APQN Award of International Cooperation in QA," which honors institutions that made significant 

efforts in cross-border education and international collaboration in quality assurance. 

The award ceremony took place in conjunction with the 2025 APQN Annual Academic Conference & 

Annual General Meeting in Hong Kong on 

November 21, 2025. NIAD-QE President 

HATTORI Yasunao and representatives 

from EQEA and KCUE received the trophies 

from Dr. Galina Motova, President of APQN 

and Dr. Jagannath Patil, Chair of APQN 

Quality Award committee at the ceremony. 

 

*APQN is a network of quality assurance agencies established in 2003, with the aim of maintaining and improving the quality 

of higher education in the Asia-Pacific region. NIAD-QE has been aｎ APQN member since November 2005. 

 

 

 

  

At award ceremony The awarded trophy 
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Reference Materials: 

List of Contributing Experts from Japan, China, and Korea 

This is a list of experts who kindly cooperated in the interview surveys based on the “Common Quality 

Assurance Standards (Draft)” conducted between November and December 2024. (The affiliations and  

titles are as of December 2024.) 

 

Japan 

HORIKIRI Yukiko Associate Professor, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology 

HOTTA Taiji Visiting Professor, Research Department, National Institution for 

Academic Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education 

KASUYA Hideki Professor, Nagoya University 

KUMAGAI Yoshitaka Vice President, Akita International University 

KURODA Kazuo Professor, Waseda University 

MORI Rie Professor, Research Department, National Institution for Academic 

Degrees and Quality Enhancement of Higher Education 

OBI Shinnosuke Professor, Keio University 

SUGIMURA Miki Professor, Sophia University 

 

China 

GENG Yiqun Professor, Communication University of China 

HUANG Yu Professor, Beijing Normal University 

LIU Jianbo Professor, Peking University 

LIU Renshan Professor, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law 

LUAN Tiangang Professor, Wuyi University 

LUO Xiong Professor, University of Science and Technology Beijing 

LUO Yan Professor, Tsinghua University 

XIE Meng Professor, Renmin University of China 

XU Luping Professor, Tsinghua University 

ZHU Feng Professor, Tsinghua University 

 

Korea 

Junhyun Hong Professor, Chung-ang University 

Kiyong Byun Professor, Korea University 

Suyoun Byoun Professor, Busan University of Foreign Studies 

 

 


