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[ABSTRACT]

Higher Education Database Systems Online: Scopes,
Concepts, and Perspectives

KOBAYASHI Masayuki

One of the tasks of National Institute for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation is collection,
filing and dissemination of information on university evaluation and learning opportunities in higher
education. This paper briefly reviews the database systems on higher education institutions in several
countries in a comparative perspective and scrutinizes the characteristics, policies, concepts, and
background of these systems. It will contribute to construct a new higher education database in
Japan.

There seem three types of such database systems. The first type is a database system provided by
various public institutions. For example, Department of Education, Science, and Training in Australia

DETYA provides a lot of databases on higher education institutions. Other examples are those of
National Center for Education Statistics NCES in the USA and of Higher Education Statistics
Agency HESA in the UK. These public institutes have a very valid and clear policy for their
database systems. It defines their accessibility, responsibility, and accountability. Under the policy
some of database systems have their own statistical software which allows users to make frequency
tables and lists they want.

The second type is a database provided by various homepages in the Internet. Some of these are
the only directory of the higher education institutions. However, they seem useful for various kinds
of users such as students, educators, and researchers. Nonetheless, the preciseness and exactness of
the data provided seem to be dubious. This is because the arbitrary nature of data on the Internet
itself.

The third type is a database provided by individual higher education institutions. This type of
database system is usually found in the webpages of individual universities. However, the policy on
this kind of database is very different among higher education institutions. In particular the degree of
its openness is different from almost no information on a webpage to almost everything open to the
public.

In Japan we have same kinds of public surveys on higher education institutions as IPEDS, National
Postsecondary education Student Aid Survey NPSAS , and HESA Collections. However any of
these data is not open to the public, though some of them may be accessible by a special permission
of the authorities. The degree of openness is very low in Japanese education database. Besides we do
not have any special organizations to treat education statistics and database systems.

The implications by this review to establish a new database system are following. First of all, we
will have to improve the accessibility of the data for users” convenience. Second, on the contrary we
have to be careful to protect privacy and individual rights. These two objectives are contradictory
each other, and we must reconcile them. It partly depends on technical matter such as improving the
application software to access the data easily while protecting privacy. But it is more important to
make a political decision to settle the criteria of accessibility and protection. Finally we need a new
specialized staff and organization of the database system to accomplish these difficult tasks. The
initiative of the National Institute of University Evaluation and Academic Degrees is highly expected,
considering these difficulties.

Associate Professor, Center for Research and Development of Higher Education, The University of Tokyo
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