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[ABSTRACT]

Liberal Arts Education and Its Evaluation at the University of Tokyo

SUZUKI Kenjiro®* and YAMAMOTO Yasushi*

In 1991, Japan’s Ministry of Education eliminated the distinction between “general education” courses and “major
field" courses in the college curriculum, leaving the composition of the educational program to the discretion of each
institution. As a result, national universities throughout the country successively abandoned their general education
programs. However, the University of Tokyo retained its general education system which has been in place since the
post-war educational reforms, continuing its distinctive College of Arts and Sciences as the only one of its kind in
Japan.

Since the adoption of the present curriculum in 1993, the College of Arts and Sciences has continuously re-
evaluated all aspects of its academic program, and this has borne fruit in the improvements seen in many important
areas. This re-evaluation has been undertaken not only from within the College, but by other faculties too, as well
as by experts from outside the University of Tokyo. It was then the turn of the National Institution for Academic
Degrees and University Evaluation to conduct such an investigation. A special working-group was set up by the
Dean’s Office to facilitate this evaluation, with the cooperation of both faculty members and administrative staff.

The National Institute’s evaluation was extensive, taking two years and two months to complete. The College is
gratified that its unique liberal arts education system for first- and second-year students received superlative ratings
through this evaluation. Nevertheless, the Institute recognizes the need for improvement in such areas as administra-
tive staffing, educational methods, structures for measuring educational effectiveness, and faculty development.

The College of Arts and Sciences is strongly aware of its mission to promote these improvements in light of the
evaluation it has received, and in cooperation with all the faculties of the University of Tokyo.

* Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, the University of Tokyo



