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[ABSTRACT]

Evaluation of Liberal Education in National Universities and its Evaluation

KAWAGUCHI Akihiko*

The National Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation (NIAD-UE) has evaluated the education
and research activities in universities from an objective, third-party perspective. These evaluations are intended to
be useful in improving the education and research activities in universities as well as to present, in a easy-to-
understand format, the conditions and results of education and research activities to society.

The evaluation of liberal education was started in FY2000. Since we found that the perceptions of liberal education
differed from university to university, we defined the target of evaluation as “education intended to cultivate broad,
far-reaching education and general powers of judgment, and to nurture rich human qualities”, as indicated in univer-
sity foundation standards for liberal education at the faculty level. In view of this definition, we evaluated education
that wholly or partly included a general educational content, but did not concern ourselves with specialized education
in humanities faculties or elsewhere. The target institutions were 95 national universities (excluding junior colleges
and universities that only have graduate schools) from which requests were received by the founding body (the
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology).

Although this evaluation of liberal education was started in FY2000, we first surveyed the existing status to pre-
pare for appropriate evaluation within the period stated, due to factors such as the breadth of content and diversity
among universities. This status survey was published in September 2001 under the title “Present Status of Efforts
Concerning Liberal Education in National Universities”. On the basis of this survey, we evaluated the level of efforts
designated to achieve the objectives of liberal education as set out by the various universities, the level of attainment
thereof, and other issues, over a period of 5 years up to the end of July 2002.

This paper summarizes the results of the status survey and describes the results of evaluating liberal education
in national universities.

* Dean and Professor, Faculty of University Evaluation and Research, National Institution for Academic Degrees and
University Evaluation



