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[ABSTRACT]

E-Learning in Higher Education: Current Situation and Future Tasks

YOSHIDA Aya*

The aim of this presentation is to examine the impact of IT on the higher education system using as an example
the case of the U.S. from the perspectives of 1) higher education providers and organizations, 2) type of fields and
degrees, and 3) globalization.

Utilization of the Internet in higher education was first introduced in the U.S. where it is more widely diffused
than anywhere else in the world. One of the new features of using the Internet in the field of education is e-
Learning, in which education is delivered through the Internet and the teaching and learning process is carried out
in cyberspace. The number of institutions that provide e-Learning and the number of students who take e-Learning
courses has increased since the 1990s. The main advantages of e-Learning as one type of distance learning are that
it eliminates the barriers of time and space and allows for frequent and flexible two-way communication between in-
structors and learners.

The main feature of e-Learning is that new education providers enter into higher education: 1) for-profit universi-
ties, 2) corporate universities, 3) media conglomerate, and 4) higher education consortiums. All of these were previ-
ously peripheral elements in the higher education system or outside the higher education institutions. The second
feature is that e-Learning concentrates on graduate courses or certificate courses in the field of business, education,
and health studies. This means that the function of e-Learning is continuing education or training for working adults.

The third feature is that e-Learning courses in English-speaking regions such as North America, UK, and Austra-
lia are exported to developing countries such as Asia, or Latin America. We must consider education as not only
common good but also commercial goods.

The development of e-Learning in Japan has been slow compared with the U.S. because of the different social con-
text. We currently have a small distance education sector and a small number of working adults returning to higher
education institutions. Therefore, it is not yet known how the Internet will be used in Japanese higher education;
whether it will follow the U.S-type e-Learning as distance learning or be used to compensate or enrich classroom
face-to-face education. The latter is the current major way of use. However, we need to examine the implications
from the case of the U.S., whichever direction we take.

* National Institute of Multimedia Education, Japan



