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[ABSTRACT]

The Result of Surveys of Credits of General Education Courses Accumulated
by Applicants in Nursing who Completed Junior Colleges
in Comparison with Those who Completed Special Training Colleges

YAGI Katsumichi*

In the previous report etntitled “Results of Surveys of Credit Accumulation for General Education Courses by Ap-
plicants who Completed Their Studies at Special Training Colleges (hereafter, STCs)” (Research in Academic De-
grees (2004) vol.18. ppl67) it was shown that applicants to the National Institution for Academic Degrees and
University Evaluation (NIAD-UE) for bachelors degrees in nursing took general education courses of about 17.3
credits at STCs. This should be compared with those who completed their studies in nursing at junior colleges
(hereafter, JCs).

This report presents the results of surveys of credit accumulation at JCs. The applicants are divided into two
groups depending on credit-acquisition methods after finishing JCs: one composed of applicants who enrolled in
NIAD-UE recognized advanced courses of JCs (hereafter, “adv. course applicants”), and the other where applicants
earned credits through non-matriculated credit-based students’ programs at universities (hereafter, “N-M applicants”,
who were found to have had finished JCs about 10 years in average earlier than adv. course applicants). It was
shown that the adv. course applicants and the N-M applicants from JCs earned 4.9 and 9.1 credits, respectively (av-
erage of 6.6 credits) over those of applicants from STCs. The differences were found mainly in humanities & social
sciences and mathematics & natural sciences. A reexamination of the previous analysis also showed that the N-M ap-
plicants from STCs earned 6.0 more credits from STCs than the adv. course applicants. From these facts, it was
found that credits of these two groups of courses earned at the two types of colleges decrease with time.

It was also shown that the N-M applicants acquisitioned more credits for general education courses after finishing
colleges than the adv. course applicants. In total, including credits earned in colleges, the adv. course applicants com-
mand an absolute majority in the group where applicants earned less than 20 credits for general education courses,
irrespective of the type of college.

The results were briefly compared with general education requirements in universities in Japan and the USA.

* Professor, Faculty for the Assessment and Research of Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees and
University Evaluation



