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[ABSTRACT]

The Junior College Advanced Program in Japan’s Higher Education System:
Its Structure and Recognition by NIAD-UE

HAMANAKA Yoshitaka*

A junior college advanced program (JCAP) is an institution that is attached to a junior college in order to provide
an opportunity for students who have a junior college diploma or its equivalent to study higher-grade subjects on
the basis of the junior college education. It did not used to be usual, however, for students who completed such a
program to earn any particular credentials or degrees, and JCAPs themselves were not widely acknowledged in so-
ciety.

The National Institution for Academic Degrees, which was established in 1991 and is currently the National Insti-
tution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation (NIAD-UE), transformed the significance of JCAPs. NIAD-UE,
which allows non-collegiate learners to earn academic degrees by accumulating credits, may recognize a JCAP as a
source of credits equivalent to those from a college/university if NIAD-UE judges that the JCAP is adequately pre-
pared to provide college-level education.

This study examines 1) the institutional status of JCAPs in the context of the awarding of degrees by NIAD-UE,
2) the growth of Japanese JCAPs in the number of established institutions and their students, and 3) problems to
solve concerning JCAPs, identified not only by an analysis of the above points and application of the recognition sys-
tem of NIAD-UE, but also by a comparative analysis with a similar system in the USA.

The study finds that 1) the two-year JCAPs attached to two-year junior colleges are increasing in number, 2) this
2+2 system enables students to earn almost all the credits needed to fulfill the baccalaureate requirement of NIAD-
UE, and 3) this 2+2 system combined with the function of NIAD-UE may be misconstrued to be a consecutive bac-
calaureate program. The problems caused by this confusion are examined in detail with reference to the consistency
of the legitimate higher education system as a whole.

The study also refers to discussions in the USA on the awarding of degrees by assessing various learning, instead
of by completing traditional baccalaureate programs. It finally points out several issues requiring further discussion
in order to establish a more flexible higher education system in Japan.

* Associate Professor, Faculty for the Assessment and Research of Degrees, National Institution for Academic
Degrees and University Evaluation



