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<Abstract of the Presentation>

After the 1983 Convention was revised in Tokyo in 2011, Korean government
has conducted a series of studies to find the best ways to recognize foreign
qualifications and to establish National Information Center (NIC). The research
team has completed two studies: 1) Establishing a network of NICs (2012) and 2)
The case study of NICs in Europe and Asian-Pacific Region (2013), and is currently
working on another study. Regarding the structure and administrative of Korean
NIC, the research team proposed that NIC should be under Korean Council for
University Education (KCUE) although the desired system is to establish a new
institution under the Ministry of Education. The size and budget will be different

based on the structure of the proposed NIC.
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Current recognition system

1. Verification and Recognition of degrees/diplomas

% Verification of doctoral degrees
- National Research Foundation of Korea (NRF)

< Recognition of degrees/diplomas
- Individual HEIs: Individual institutions have a primary
responsibility for verification of foreign degrees/diplomas

% Korean Council for University Education (KCUE)
- Stopped degree verification, yet focus on degree recognition
and quality assurance
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Current recognition system

2. Government approach: Registration and Verification

% History of Verification of doctoral degrees

1971 : Registration of foreign degrees was required by law for the first
time (Enforcement Decree of the Higher Education Act)

1991 : National Research Foundation was appointed as the institute for
the registration. Started to verify foreign doctoral degrees.

1994 : Korean Council for University Education (KCUE) published a
directory of worldwide universities

2007 : Recognition of foreign degrees was started by KCUE, but ended
on Jan. 1, 2011.

2008 : Establishment of Higher Education Act: Development of the
"Integrated Information System on Foreign Doctoral Degrees”

2009 : Establishment of Integrated Information System on Foreign
Doctoral Degrees 4
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Current recognition system

2. Government approach
% Law and Policies

» Higher Education Act
- Article 27 (Report of Doctor’s Degree Obtained in Foreign Country) (1)
The person who obtains a doctor’s degree from a foreign country shall
report it to the Minister of Education, Science and Technology pursuant
to the Presidential Decrees. <Amended on January 29, 2001, February
29, 2008, March 28, 2008>

(2) The Minister of Education, Science and Technology shall establish an
information system for the degrees of foreign schools including the status
of doctor’s degree of foreign schools and accreditation of the local
government on the degree. <Newly established on Mar. 28, 2008> 5
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Current recognition system

2. Government approach

% Laws and Policies (cont.)

» A new policy on verification of foreign degrees
- Provide guidelines and manual to universities

- Department of Justice (verification of foreign degrees)

» IEQAS: International Education Quality Assurance System
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Current recognition system

2. Government approach

% NRF: Registration of foreign doctoral degrees
- 1991: Started to verify foreign doctoral degrees
- Target countries(2014): USA, Canada, UK, Island, Australia,
New Zealand, Netherlands, Germany, Taiwan, Sweden,
South Africa

. Receiv Provide
Submit related | ecelve . ;
information Registration
documents
and documents report card

7

«* Procedures

Report on
degree
information
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Current recognition system

3. Individual Higher Education Institutions

% Overview
- Individual institutions have responsibility to verify/recognize
foreign degrees
- Applicants need to provide related information
- The MOE provides guidelines for verification of foreign degrees

% Procedures
- Vary by institution

% Ways of verifying degrees (through domestic organizations)
- KCUE (22), NRF (13)

ZOATA RIIEMNOESERBEREANB ) 2 2R LcbDOTY, kLol B0,
HEFAL DOFFEC OO TIIERI O R FEDELE A > T ET, Zhicx LT, Bffix 2011
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LD TOW DB RFZOERZBHICH T ET [BR] . 8FE—AbY 2 KHoEX
Do T W oIE ) BFBIAEDHIAETT, I H I V2T I IFRFAIC L D2 FEEZAA T,
FARLFAETL2Z L2 T DT, REPITFLOFEIED DI S E SR GIEE LN E T,
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Current recognition system

* KCUE: Verification of foreign degrees

% Overview
- 2007: Started to verify foreign degrees
- 2010: Verification services only focused on English-speaking
countries
- 2011, Jan. 1: Stopped the verification services

+» Procedures

Issue an
Official
document

Verification of
institution
(Accreditation)

Request to a
target

institution

Report of the
results to the
original institution

2010 £ % Tld KCUE DA EFALOBIEORITH—EAZ B ZRo> TWE LR, £oH
—EAPMEIE S TLEOR, &RFPIIKRMAE, NRF, ZL TR LIS HDL7—A L LT, #
R LIS OSNEORFICEERET 5L W) HikafHoTEE Lz, 20Xk eFhis
IZIE L5 LTHE & 403000 £9°, KCUE BMRATH—ERAZ{To TV EEIZH, B
DAL CWE L7z, M KCUE 1347 1,000~2,000 4, &5 % 3,000 HFREEE D24
v U5 N DA GV ol = B G I

WV DT T, SEFLOBFECE L Tid, TFEIIMNCH 720 TT2, KCUE & LT
IEITPEDBPRDTIERL, 2OV —ERZEIELE L, LT, ZOFEL, HEoPAIZ
BALTIZINRFIZEBE SIVE LT,
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Necessity of a NIC

< Dramatic increase of foreign students
- Internationalization and mobility of students/professionals

% Need for an integrated recognition system
- From doctoral degree verification services
to general recognition services
- International pressure on the recognition of qualifications

% Demands from HEIs
- Individual institutions operate their own recognition system
- Necessity of recognition service for foreign students

% New directions for recognition services

10
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Necessity of a NIC

1. Internationalization and mobility of students/professionals
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1. Internationalization and mobility of students/professionals

Intemational students: Countries of origin (2013)
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Necessity of a NIC
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Necessity of a NIC
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Necessity of a NIC

2. Need for an integrated recognition system

% Recognition services beyond doctoral degree verification
services

% International pressure on the recognition of qualifications
- UNESCO agreement

NRF KCUE
Foreign Doctoral degree holders 07 '08 '09 10
vear LA & SS®) S&E®) Total Total 3301 4359 2277 2,554
Total 1822 1463 3285 BA  569(1.72)  2029(465)  1,252(550)  1,789(700)
2008 T78(555%)  624(44.5%) 1402 MA 1050(318) 1129(259)  527(230)  409(16.1)
2009 TG00 537(43.0%) 1248 PhD 1682(510) 1201(276)  498(219)  356(139)
2Q10% -y KM 302476%) 635 14
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5 Z Lo TWET, 2009 & R5 £591,200 A, 2010 4Eii% 7 AR T 600 Ad E
DERHO>TVET, TOBITBLHIHELRLTHEEA, LWHDb, HIIXHELIX
KETHE O ARG L E Lz, FIXNFRIZITHE L TWERA, FRICUE L H D T
A TLTz,
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Necessity of a NIC

3. Demands from HEIs
- Individual institutions operate their own recognition system

- Necessity of recognition service for foreign students

Verification of Foreign degrees

Shibaile Ty
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B Embassy O Private com. @ Others
< Survey of 118 Colleges and Universities
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Necessity of a NIC

3. Demands from HEIs
Individual institutions operate their own recegnition system
- Necessity of recognition service for foreign students

Verification of Foreign degrees
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Needs for verification Primary responsibility 16

TliE, RFOBERIZEIZROTL X 90 FARBEDFNZRIET DV AT LB MED

EWVWOEMIC L, 118 KD 9 H 90%LL EDOKRFEDMiI B ND T AT LN ETE L F - TV
FT, KOEMIL, TARLZOLI RV AT AIEZICHDLERENENI LD T, 2O
MIXF LT MEBIORS:) BZED LD RBREAFFONE 2L B X T2 RFIEL 10%LL T T LT,
90%LL ED KRN, D & 5 IRPArFRRED T AT M, A7, TBUNBEOERE) 12/ <
NRELZLEZTVET,

REEE STV T, BUFOBUE @ & W o THREBWRWE BIWET, R L ET7
LBV DO UIT 15 FUEKRENIZES L, EARICIEIRT 7 4 7 OREUTED  FALOFE
AEY AT DMIFE A Ff > TV DO TN, METIE, BINATL52LR6E05, LLA
TUTATRREENTHZEEFHEVELTELRIARNEN) 2 &%, BEICRE>TET
PO TRMLE Lz, ZHUTURICEDLIET, DI LICTEHITHTELZLETHHD
Hh, EBEOLZ A, HEOBEETIX, SMNEOFEAOFRED - DITIEAFE O & 5 filik a2 #7-

28



22D B 2 TR E B REFIC AN TE R TWE Lz, LarL., BUR & BIfROD 7 WELRY 2254 Ak
ZAEo> T OEFLEE LD RENOmENS &HE Y BENTITRNE NS Z LT,
WHETF—L & LTUIBED & ZATDREZ G| 51AD TWEY, BUNFBRO, AR IC
EEIEED LWV ORFERIZLEFEZADHTLE D,

29



Establishment of a NIC

1. Studies on the degree recognition in Korea

- Problems and Improvement Plans for the Certificate System
tor University Degrees (Kim et al., 2007)

- Policy Alternatives for the Verification of Overseas Degrees
(Ch et al, 2011)

- Establishment of International Metworking for the Mational
Information Centers (Ko et al, 2012)

- A Study on the Recognition of Foreign Qualifications and
MNational Information Centers in Europe and Asian-Pacific
Region (Ko et al., 2014)

- A Study on the Development of Country Education Profile
on rhe ﬁemgmz‘mn of Foreign Quakfications in Selected
Countries (Ko, 2014)
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) B 5 AFIXBUFIC L AREREDAFFET L7z, 2007 FOHF5EIE, HIsE9IC, KCUE OX4FDH
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Establishment of a NIC

2. Grganizational Structure {Proposed plan)

% Plan 1: An organization under MOE
- A common structure of NICs.

“Plan 2: An independent organization
- A new independent organization

» Plan 3: A sub-division under KCUE
- Currently KCUE has two offices and five centers
- A NIC becomes one of the centers
* Should be recognized by MOE

* UK-NARIC Model?

18
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Establishment of a NIC

3. Main tasks (Proposed)

% Establishment of recognition system for foreign degrees
- Recognition of domestic and foreign degrees
- Including verification of foreign doctoral degrees

% Comparative analysis of international education and
degree system
- Collect & disseminate information on overseas HE systems
- Provide information on the comparability of foreign HE programs
(e.g. Russia, Specialist degree)

% Communication among NICs
- Cooperation b/w NICs and other networks

DIz LB EF —2o L LTRSS Lz NIC OffElL. T ENIAOFORETT, =
D EEIMEHIC/2 0 7, S OICFEMOBIEBITWE T, FALOFREE V) DITRE & 1X
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L7=HMZE D HBLETT, 72 & 21X UK-NARIC 1£ Z OEEMEOFEIEOV—E 2% L TN E
TN, A=A FT VT TIEL T ERA, A=A FF U 70 NIC 1Z, EBIHALOFEFEILESE
HEORBEUSDORIEICED 272D Z OFEFEOIMNIH D LW HIGE L > TWET,

REEEOF L, SEO NIC [ZIX P OB EEA W T 2EN H 2 R&ETEEBE X TWET,
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Establishment of a NIC

4. Governance (Proposed plan)

[ Director ]

Advisory
Committee

Recognition Technical Support
Management Team Team

% Short-term plan
« Each team should have 2-3 staff members
% Estimated budget: Vary

20
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Establishment of a NIC

4. Governance (Propased plan)

[ Director ]

Advisory
Committee

Planning Team Policy Research Technical
9 Team Support Team
Recognition of Recognition of Foreign
Domestic Degree Team Degree Team

% Long-term plan
% Each team should have 2-4 staff members
% Estimated budget: vary (Self-supported institution)
21
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Issues and Challenges

1. For a MNIC in Korea

% Acquiring authority
- Need to acquire legal and public authority as a national
center on the recognition of degrees and qualifications

% Establishing and amending laws/regulations
- Related laws and regulations should be established or
amended (e.g., Higher Education Act, Article of Cooperation
of KUCE)

% Securing initial financial support
- Assure financial support to establish a NIC and develop

related database systems ”
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Issues and Challenges

2. For Networking among NICs

A. Using existing network

% APARNET (Asia Pacific Academic Recognition Network)

% UNESCO Portal to Recognized Higher Education Institutions
- Need to update regularly.

B. Strengthening human network
% Establish human network
% Establish working groups(TWG, SIGs)

4. Connecting with other organizations & networks (NICs)
- AEI-NOOSR, ENIC/NARIC, etc.
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Office of Admissions
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KOREA
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& B UNIVERSITY

Office of Admissions
25-2, Sungkyunkwan-ro, jongno-gu, Seoul 110-745, -
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