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[ABSTRACT]

Linkage between University Evaluation and Financial Allocation in Finland

YONEZAWA Akiyoshi”
WATANABE Aya'

This paper aims to describe the link between university evaluation and financial allocation in
Finland, and to know discuss how Finland developed a funding system while maintaining the
traditional concept of university, which is the “Humboldtian” model. To begin with, the social and
historical backgrounds of Finnish universities are laid. Then, the financial allocation model,
university evaluation, and the Centre of Excellence policy in Finland are respectively outlined and
discussed in detail. Finally, the implication(s) to Japanese Higher Education Policy is given.

The Finnish financial allocation system is characterized as follows:

1) gives importance on research and researcher training (graduate school education) on

budgeting,

2) links the national and industrial goals with financial allocation,

3) deregulates the use of budget by introducing block-grant model, and

4) evaluates and reports the results to the Ministry of Education.

While the result-oriented funding system is established with those characteristics, and produced
the link between university evaluation and financial allocation, the Ministry distinguished it from “the
evaluation for improvement”.

In a country like Finland, wherein higher education system follows the “Humboldtian”” model, what
are the factors that lead financial allocation system to include the principles of competition? There
are three possible answers; 1) the limited orientation on financial allocation linking with university
evaluation; 2) the practical and flexible attitudes of the government; 3) firm and stable reliance of
society to universities which is based on the cooperation between industry and university. The latter

should be taken into consideration by the Japanese higher education in the future.
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