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[ABSTRACT]

External Academic Degree Program in the United States :

The System and Structure of Charter Oak State College

Koichi HASHIMOTO*

The objective of this paper is to overview the system and structure of Charter Oak State College
(hereinafter called COSC) . Like Regents College and Thomas Edison State College, COSC is one of
external degree institutions in the Unites States which do not require academic residency to their
students. That is, have no educational function on its own campus and confer the degrees (associate
degrees, B.A. and B.A.) only based on the evaluation of the external study. In this sense, this college
has many aspects which are similar to that of NIAD in Japan.

In this paper I would like to introduce COSC's system and structure. First, I outline the general
information and its history, then explain the steps of earning a degree, and introduce the requirements
of four degrees COSC confers and category of concentration needed by earning bachelor degree.
Furthermore, I clarify sources of credit which COSC evaluates as a college-level, such as university
programs or ex-university programs, official examinations, life experience and so on. And finally I

present the implication from COSC to Japan.

* Associate Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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