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[ABSTRACT]

Concepts of External Degree Programs and

their Situations in the U.S.A
Akira TACHI*

This article succeeds my earlier essay, An Overview of External Degree Programs in U.S.A., which
appeared in Research in Academic Degrees, No.2 in 1994. It also takes over the inquiry about
external degree programs of the US, which was conducted by me in 1995 and whose results were
reported by Rie Mori in Research in Academic Degrees, No.5 in 1996.

In this paper I analyze the data of the rﬁajor guidebooks on external degrees in the U.S.A. The
College Board's Index of Majors and Graduate Degrees 1993 defines "External degree" as "A
program of college study in which students earn credits toward a degree through independent study,
college courses, proficiency examinations, and personal experience. External degree programs require
minimal or no classroom attendance." and lists 170 colleges and universities which offer those
programs. The American Council on Education‘s The Adult Learners Guide to Alternative and
External Degrees defines "External programs" as "those in which fewer than 25 percent of the degree
requirements are campus based and generally provide distance learning options" and lists 80
institutions. Among the institutes listed in the former, only 48 institutes appear in the latter.

Then the College Board's 1997 edition lists 172 institutes. But only 138 institutes among those in the
1993 edition reappear in it. The American Council on Education published External Degrees in the
Information Age, in 1997, as the successor of The Adult Learners Guide to Alternative and External
Degrees of 1993. There are 120 institutions there. But only 43 reappear in it. Those facts show
diversity and changeability of external degree programs in this county.

Japanese people have not been familiar with the concept of external degrees. This article introduces
many aspects of American external degrees, including concepts, organizational structures, degree types
and minimum campus time required for each program, through analyzing the above mentioned

materials.

* Professor, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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