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A Preface to the fifth volume of the Research
in Academic Degrees

Dr. Tkuzo TANAKA
President
National Institution for Academic Degrees

The National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD) had its fifth anniversary in
July of this year. It is my pleasure to introduce the fifth volume of the journal of
NIAD, Research in Academic Degrees,which was published following the anniversary.
This was the outcome of the research effort recently carried out by the NIAD staff.

One of the main tasks of NIAD is to conduct research on systems of academic degrees,
as well as to award degrees to applicants who successfully fulfilled certain requirements
provided by NIAD. Also, NIAD takes information services on related matters. These
services include : the publication of the booklet on study programs for Kamokuto-rishusei
(Non-matriculated credit-based student) or on advanced programs at junior colleges or
colleges of technology recognized by INAD.

For the successful operation of NIAD’s system for awarding academic degrees, several
basic questions about academic degrees should be answered clearly. They are : which
degree is the most appropriate for the given learning, what the "comprehensive” learning
means in general, how to evaluate the outcome of the learning in question, etc. Also, NIAD’s
awarding system is to be effectively supported by the outcome of the research in the history
and the current state of affairs of foreign educational systems, basic ideas and social
significance of academic degrees shared in other countries, as well as those seen in this
country.

Articles published in this journal are the outcome of research projects on higher education
undertaken by the NIAD Faculty’s staff, It should be noted that some researchers from
other institutions, other than the NIAD staff, contributed to some of those works. The
study on nomenclature of academic degrees, conducted by the Director of the Academic
Affairs Section of NIAD, was presented as Essays,Materials in this journal.

All the works published in this journal are the result of the great effort of each individual
writer and will, hopefully, contribute to the future development of higher education in
this country.

The subjects of NIAD’s research projects, which have been adopted since its
establishment, include :

1) Comprehensiveness of learning based on credit accumulation ;

2) The method of assessment of higher education provided by institutions : and

3) The mechanism and organization of systems of external degrees.

There are few prior works on those subjects, and the on-going projects on each subject
has been undertaken following a new method. Many of the articles published into the
journal of NIAD are outcome of those projects.

What we need now is to develop comparative studies in higher educational systems,
including external degree systems, credit accumulation and transfer schemes, efc., as
well as degree systems in general, between various countries. Thanks to the Government,
NIAD has been granted the ‘Aid for Scientific Research for its research work. Also,
professors of many universities have collaborated with NIAD’s staff on their work in
various ways. I would like to express my gratitude for all the support we have received
and to ask the continuing support for NIAD in the future.



	no05_0

