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HHE1 &ER
NATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR ACADEMIC DEGREES

Phone: 045-922-6441
4259 Nagatsuta, Midori-ku, Yokohama 226, Japan F a x: 045-923-0258

March 13, 1995

Dr. I

President
University

Dear Dr. IR

I am a professor of the National Institution for Academic
Degrees. The Institution was established in 1991, and its task
is to award higher education degrees based on the idea of credit
accumulation and transfer and to do comparative research in
higher education systems between various countries. As to more
detailed information on the Institution please refer tb the
enclosed copy of its brochure.

The institution has recently launched a research project on
external degrees awarded by the US. universities, and I am the
head of the project team. As a preliminary work we are now
looking into general conditions of awarding external degrees in
leading wuniversities. We are planning to deal with your
university as part of our case study. I have found in the Index
of Majors and Graduate degrees 1993 that your university offers
external degree programs.

I wonder if you would kindly send a copy of a bulletin

catalogues, or any other related document on external degree
programs offered by your university to me by air mail. Also, I
should be very grateful if you could answer the questionnaire
enclosed and send it back to me . For the success of our research
project we need to obtain up—to—dated information on requirements
of taking the degrees and programs for them. However, It is
rather difficult to find useful materials to obtain such
information in our country.

I will reimburse any cost incurred. Please find enclosed a self~-
addressed envelop and International Reply Coupons towards mailing
cost.

Thank you for your attention

Yours Sincerely,

\A/g\;wv' zj« a’t'\)

Akira TACHI
Professor
National Institution for Academic Degree
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#E#F2 HHK
QUESTIONNAIRE

Name of your institution

1. Which level of institution is in charge of administrative work regarding

external degree programs at your university? (Please tick off an

appropriate level.)

[ 1 a. University level
[ 1 b. School/ college level
[ 1 c. Others

2. If you ticked off c in the above question, please give its details.

3. Which section of the level of institution, which you tick off in 1, is

specifically in charge of matters of external degree programmes?

4. Please give the details of the external degrees to be awarded by your
university on the following points:
a. Level of the degrees:

(Please tick off an appropriate level, or levels.)

[ 1 (i) Doctoral level

[ 1 (i) Master’s level

[ 1 (iii) Bachelor’s level
[ 1 (iv) Associate’s level

[ 1 (v) Other level (e.g. qualifications, certificates, diplomas, etc.)
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b. Official title of the degrees:

(Please enumerate all of them.)

L
(ifvf)f S‘%fsfsf(;éfifaftfef’fsf flfef‘} feflf 55 .f.f.f.f.f5’3’3’:‘5‘35‘3‘S.:.i.f.ii’f’z‘f’éf. f. E’é f. S. E g ; é é E E .f .S .3 ‘z -3 5555‘35555
e

............................................................................

............................................................................
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c. Number of students currently pursuing the degrees:

(i) Doctoral 1evel...cocooiiiieiiierieienrerserrerrasenecsnsesssssssesnsssassns
(if) Master’s level....ciiiriiiiniiiiniiiiioiisiioinnecninenrcnsenecnsvneennnes
(iii) Bachelor’s level....ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiensnnrrensseenasscesssassennne
(iv) Associate’s Jevel. . o.oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicrereereresensesenenssnnes

(v) Other levels (e.g. qualifications, certificates, diplomas, efc.).......

...............................................................................

d. Number of students who obtained the degrees in the academic year of

1993-1994:

(i) Doctoral level............ Neheeeseseesenscentestentantrnretsstataanrnans
(ii) Master’s level.....coiiiiiiiiiiierinreataeeeecenrersnrorescsosnnnsnens
(iii) Bachelor’s level....ociiiiiiiiiniiiieiiiiiiiiinronernssensnsscnensnnes
(iv) Associate’s Jevel . oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiriiiiionernencerornsnssrnonenns

(v) Other levels (e.g. qualifications, certificates, diplomas, efc.)...

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

S. Please give a name of the person with whom I should contact at your
university in order to obtain more detailed information upon the

external degree programs offered by your university.

Thank you for your co-operation.
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(ABSTRACT)

The Status Quo of the External Degree System in the
United States

Rie Mori*

This article is a summary report for the study of the external degree system in
the United States. This study is a portion of the mission of National Institution for
Academic Degrees to research systems of academic degrees in various countries.

The aim of this study is to grasp the feature and picture out the principal of the
external degree system in the United States. Consequently,it is expected to contribute
to the further development of the degree awardsystem of NIAD by considering the
causing element of prosperity of the system in the United States.

The Inquiry was conducted by analyzing the questionnaires and other materials
on each systems of external degree. Those sheets of questionnaire were send out
to 170 colleges and universities which were described as external degree awarding
institutions in the College Handbook by the College Board. Out of 170 institutions,
74 made significant replies. Through the external degree systems, all kinds of degrees
as doctoral, master’s, bachelor’s, associate degrees and other certifications are given.
Above all, the program for bachelor’s degrees seems to be playing the main role
for the system. Out of 74 institutions, 63 have external programsfor bachelor’s degree.
It is a particularly high rate as compared with the facts that 32 institutions are
observed to award master’s degrees, 26 to associate and one to doctoral degrees.

The systems vary, and so it is hard to picture the outline of the whole dynamics
of external degree awarding system. However, one feature to be said in the
comparison with the similar system of NIAD, Japan, is the system of admission.
In the United States, all the degree candidates make admission before the beginning
of the program to pursue the degrees. In NIAD system, they do not have the procedure
of admission. Thanks to the system of admission, most exteral degree programs
guarantee the status of student to degree candidates. So, they can get financial aid
to process their study to earn degrees. So far, it does not occur in the case of the
NIAD degree awarding system, which can be considered a major difference.

Through this study, two topics can be pointed as unsolved problems. One is the

topic about residency. In external degree systems, it is said that the amount of

* Research Fellow, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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residency to be required to earn a degree is the factor to distinguish external degree
programs from other traditional degree programs. Although, it should be said that
this factor is not clear, which is mainly due to the variety of units to decide the
length of residency.

Another one is the topic of evaluation. The evaluation of external degrees in the
society is not covered in this research. Those can remain as subjects to be studied

in subsequent researches.
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