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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on the Concept of Kyoyo, Culture, in Japanese Higher
Education System

Akira Tachi*

The usage of the Japanese term kyoyo is confusing. Kyoyo means “culture” in
general. But this term has two additional meanings in the Japanese higher education
system. There is a liberal arts college named the kyoyo college. In this case, kyoyo
means “liberal arts disciplines”. But there are several colleges which are named
the kyoyo college that offer multi/interdisciplinary studies in the fields of liberal
arts. In the latter cases, kyoyo means only “multi- and interdisciplinary studies”.

There are more confusing facts. The direct translation of “liberal arts” into
Japanese is gakugei and there are several gakugei colleges. Some of them are liberal
arts colleges. But others are different. Most liberal arts colleges affiliated with
universities are called the college of arts and science or the college of letters and
sciences in the Unite States. The direct translation of “arts/letters and sciences”
into Japanese is bunri. And, again, there are some bunri colleges. Some of them
are liberal arts colleges. But others are different.

In this study I use the Carnegie definition of liberal arts disciplines to analyze
the complex situations concerning kyoyo and to make some order in it. According
to the Carnegie definition, the liberal arts disciplines include English language and
literature, foreign languages, letters, liberal and general studies, life sciences,
mathematics, philosophy and religion, physical sciences, psychology, social sciences,
the visual and performing arts, area and ethnic studies, and muli- and
interdisciplinary studies. The occupational and technical disciplines include
agriculture, allied health, architecture, business and management, communications,
conservation and natural resources, education, engineering, health sciences, home
economics, law and legal studies, library and archival sciences, marketing and
distribution, military sciences, protective services, public administration and
services, and theology. I found this classification is very useful to see academic

disciplines.
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