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[ABSTRACT)

Gordon Research Conferences and a Liberal Arts College

Yasutoshi SAITO*

The Gordon Research Conference is a unique scientific meeting in the fields of chemistry
or related sciences. The concept of the Gordon Research Conferences was originally pro-
posed by Dr. Neil E. Gordon, a professor of chemistry at Johns Hopkins University, in the
late of 1920’s. The Gordon Research Conferences began with a single conference in 1931,
and has expanded to about 130 conferences today. Conferences take place in the morning
and in the evening, Monday through noon on Friday. Afternoons are free for recreation,
sports, reading or discussions among small groups. Attendance of each Conference is limited
to about 100 highly qualified participants. One unusual and important feature is that Con-
ferences are “off the record”. Information presented during each Conference cannot be used
without permission of the presenter. Tape recording and photography are prohibited.

The Gordon Research Conferences have been held at private schools in New Hampshire
and Rhode Island in the United States, including some liberal arts colleges. The Conference
on Corrosion-Dry has been held at the Colby-Sawyer College, New London, New Hampshire
every other year, at which the present author has attended since 1985. Colby-Sawyer College
is one of the 4-year private liberal arts colleges, which was founded as a secondary school
in 1837, and became a Junior College in 1928. The College awards the Bachelor of Arts(BA),
Bachelor of Fine Arts(BFA), and Bachelor of Science(BS) degrees in the area of innovatively
integrated liberal arts and sciences, and also Associate(AA) degree in the liberal arts.
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