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[ABSTRACT]

The First Decade and Future Challenges
of the National Institution for Academic Degrees

KUROHA Ryoichi*

The National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD) celebrated the 10th anniversary in 2001. On
its occasion the author, a former faculty of the NIAD, describes the degree awarding practice of the
NIAD during the last ten years.

NIAD was founded in 1991 based on the two reports, one of the University Council and the other of
the preparation committee of the degree awarding organization. These reports prescribe the current
institution’s essential features.

(1) It requires further investigation to award degrees on the basis of unconditionally accumulated credits.

(2) Bachelor’s degrees are awarded to an individual who completed preliminary qualification (successful
completion of an associate-degree program at junior college or college of technology etc.) and
acquisition of a specific amount of credits granted in undergraduate or graduate programs of
universities in Japan as a non-matriculated credit-based student, or in advanced programs offered by
junior colleges or colleges of technology recognized by the degree awarding organization.

(3) Bachelor’s, Master’s and Doctorate degrees are awarded to an individual who has successfully
completed a program provided by an educational institution under the jurisdiction of ministries other
than the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. These educational
institutions are not controlled by the School Education Law, but provide curriculum, requirements of
completion, teacher organization, institution equipment, etc. equivalent to the undergraduate and
graduate courses of universities and are approved by the degree awarding organization.

(4) The degree awarding organization does not grant doctorate degrees to the graduates or dropouts of
the undergraduate/graduate courses of universities through assessment of dissertation. The same is

applied to a foreign student’s case.

In the first decade NIAD has carried out considerably much trial and correction to meet the
requirements of various challenges. For instance, in 2001 a clause was abolished that 16 or more credits
had to be acquired at a university as part of the accumulated credits, because the level of the advanced
programs of junior colleges and colleges of technology have improved while the expansion of the higher
education has progressed.

Higher education in Japan will continue to change. Alternative routes to degrees offered by NIAD

will change, too. But the change should keep step in with the change of universities as a whole.

" Professor, Tokiwa University; Emeritus Professor of the National Institution for Academic Degrees
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