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[ABSTRACT]

The Current Situation and Opinions of the Earners of a Bachelor Degree of NIAD:
The Result of Follow-up Surveys in 1 year and Syears (II )

HAMANAKA Yoshitaka*

The National Institution for Academic Degrees (NIAD) was established in July 1991, and has awarded a
Bachelor Degree to the applicants, who successfully completed an associate-degree program of junior
college, college of technology or an equivalent level of education, and accumulated sufficient credits upon
the completion of such a given program or education. As of Sep. 2001, 8487 successful applicants were
awarded a Bachelor Degree.

The Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees of NIAD have conducted continual follow-up
surveys to NIAD degree earners after 1 year and 5 years since they earned a degree to examine degree
earners' experiences and opinions after earning a degree. The outcome of the survey is put to good use to
improve the NIAD degree awarding scheme. This paper is a report on the “Follow-up Survey to degree
earners after 1 year and 5 years” conducted in Jun. 2000 and Dec. 2000. The number of respondent is 713
(after 1 year) and 131 (after 5 years).

In chapter 1, I show profiles of degree earners and pointed that they could be classified into 11 groups by
their chosen disciplinary fields and Preliminary Qualification (Kiso-Shikaku). Therefore all statistical tables
about following topics are tabulated by the classification of degree earners. Then, the change of their
experiences after earning degree, their current working status and treatment as degree-holders in their
workplaces are analyzed (Chapters 2, 3, 4). Moreover, their experiences of job changing, acquiring of
qualifications other than academic degree, and going to graduate school are examined in Chapter 5 and
Chapter 6. In Chapter 7, what they think about significance of getting degree and how they satisfied with
earning degree from NIAD are examined. Finally, I suggested future tasks of our Follow-up Survey in

place of conclusion of this paper (Chapter 8).

*Research Fellow, Faculty of Assessment and Research for Degrees, National Institution for Academic Degrees
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