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Introduction

It is becoming socially required that third parties evaluate education and research
activities of higher education institutions to improve and enhance their quality
continuously. The concept of ‘evaluation for quality assurance’ has become
widely known across the world since the late 20th century. This movement may
be called the dissemination of the evaluation culture.

The National Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation
(NIAD-UE) engages in multiple evaluation schemes to create and develop an
evaluation culture. We seek ways to propagate the significance of evaluation to
those involved in higher education by providing useful information.

Moreover, it is increasingly important to develop international cooperation among
quality assurance bodies, due to the growth of education and research activities
crossing the borders of languages and education systems.

In this context, NIAD-UE signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the United
Kingdom’s Quality Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA) to establish a
strategic alliance for enhancing quality assurance in higher education. In order to
enhance the effectiveness of collaborative activities, it is first essential to build

a high level of common understanding of each other’s system and background of
quality assurance systems by various methods, including the effective exchange
of information.

Containing 117 key terms considered important for the clear understanding

of the Japanese quality assurance system and NIAD-UE’s evaluation activities,
this booklet is produced as part of this approach. These terms were selected
and translated by careful analysis and consideration by our working group and
external experts.

I hope this booklet will help all to deepen the understanding of Japanese higher
education and NIAD-UE’s evaluation activities, and therefore contribute to the
development of the evaluation culture.

I would like to express my special thanks to Mr. Peter Williams, Chief Executive of
the QAA, for his great contribution to the production of this booklet.

November 2007

Akihiko Kawaguchi
Vice-President of NIAD-UE
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Notes

1 The italic words indicate the terms included in this glossary.

Y OFAFFLO MR L, RO FEE R

2 The National Institution for Academic Degrees and University Evaluation is referred
to as “NIAD-UE” unless otherwise noted.
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A,B

A

Academic Assistant

Workers staffed for assisting the implementation of academic programs
(e.g. teaching assistants). Under NIAD-UE’s standards for evaluation and
accreditation, it is expected that subject institutions utilize academic
assistants effectively.

Academic Degree/Academic Title

A qualification conferred upon students who successfully complete
academic programs of universities, graduate schools and junior colleges.
Current degrees included in the Rules for Degrees are Bachelor’s, Master’s,
Doctoral, Professional and Associate Degrees. NIAD-UE awards Bachelor’s
Degrees to learners who fulfill additional academic achievements after
graduation from junior colleges or colleges of technology, and Bachelor’s,
Master’s and Doctoral Degrees to those who successfully complete, at
educational institutions set by ministries or agencies, a NIAD-UE-approved
program. Colleges of technology and professional training colleges award
titles or diplomas, not degrees.

Academic Staff
Staff who conduct education and research in subject institutions such as
professors, associate professors, lecturers, and assistant professors.

Academic Unit of Graduate School

A basic organizational unit for graduate education and research. The term
is legally defined as a unit that students and academic staff belong to, but
it may mean either a unit for conducting education and research or a group
of academic staff.

Accountability

A general term used to describe the responsibility or the process by which
corporations explain or justify their performance to their stakeholders and
the public. This is NIAD-UE’s fundamental policy of the evaluation system.
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A,B

Accreditation

The process in NIAD-UE’s certified evaluation and accreditation for
examining whether the conditions of law schools meet the standard

or not. A certain status is conferred upon the school when approved.
NIAD-UE undertakes the accreditation of professional graduate schools,
especially law schools because of the need to clarify the assured quality of
institutions which are closely related to the judicial system.

Achievement Evaluation

Evaluation focused on how successfully the institution is achieving its
goals and objectives. National university corporation evaluation and
NIAD-UE’s evaluation of optional evaluation items apply to this.

Act of General Rules for Incorporated Administrative Agency
The act constituted in 1999 for the establishing of incorporated
administrative agencies. NIAD-UE was established under this act.

Administrative Council

A mandatory body set up in every national university corporation to discuss
key issues of management. It is composed of the president, vice-presidents
and staff appointed by the president, and external experts.

Approval of the Establishment (of Universities)

The systematic process for the approval of the establishment of a
university, a junior college or a college of technology. The Council for
University Chartering and School Corporation considers applications in
response to requests by the Minister of MEXT. The council is composed of
two subcommittees, on university chartering and school corporation, which
conducts the process in the light of relevant regulations, including the

Standards for the Establishment of Universities.

Attainment of Objectives

An evaluation commentary on optional evaluation items. It does not
lead to a judgment whether something meets certain standards or not,
but comments on how far the achievements or performance of subject

institutions are meeting their aims.
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A,B

C,D,E

Auditing Student for Credit Accepting System

A system that allows students to enter higher education institutions to
follow only courses of particular interest or necessity to themselves. By
completing subjects, students may collect credits which, if they wish to
obtain a qualification, can be accumulated when taking a formal degree

program.

Auditing Student System

A system which higher education institutions accept students who take
certain subjects for their personal interest only. The distinction between the
auditing student for credit accepting system and the auditing student system
is that students on the latter system cannot acquire credits and therefore
their studies do not lead to a degree.

B

Basic Units Equivalent to Academic Units and Majors of
Graduate School

Organizational units other than academic units and majors, which may

be set up in a graduate school, for the pursuit of education and research.
Examples are “graduate school” as an education unit and “graduate faculty”
as a research unit.

Basic Units Equivalent to Faculties and Departments
Organizational units other than faculties and departments, which may be
set up in a university, for the pursuit of education and research. Examples

are “cluster”, “college”, “department for researchers” and “school teacher

training program”.

C

Central Council for Education

The council set up in MEXT to discuss key issues on developments of
education, sports, and human resources through promoting lifelong
learning, in response to the request of the Minister of MEXT. Among its five
working groups is the Subdivision on Universities, which is in charge of
important matters on higher education.

6
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C,D,E

Certificate System for Extension Programs

A system which universities can issue certificates to those who complete a
special program designed for people other than their students. Its purpose
is to promote to provide systematic education and learning opportunities
for adults with various needs. It was newly introduced under the amended
School Education Law in 2007. Universities can use this system when

providing special programs, regular classes and open classes.

Certification
The approval of an evaluation organization as a certified evaluation and
accreditation organization by the Minister of MEXT.

Certified Evaluation and Accreditation

A mandatory evaluation for subject institutions on overall conditions of
education and research conducted by certified evaluation and accreditation
organizations. Subject institutions must select from the certified

organizations and be assessed in periods stipulated by the government.

Certified Evaluation and Accreditation for Professional
Graduate Schools

A certified evaluation and accreditation process which professional
graduate schools must undergo at least once in every five years. NIAD-UE
currently conducts the evaluation of law schools.

Certified Evaluation and Accreditation Organization

A body certified by the Minister of MEXT for conducting evaluation. To
be approved, applicant bodies must fulfill the criteria MEXT sets for their
standards, methodologies and frameworks of evaluation. NIAD-UE was
certified for evaluation and accreditation organization of universities,

junior colleges, colleges of technology and law schools in 2005.

College of Technology

A higher education institution which offers a unified five-year education
(five years six months for mercantile marine studies) aiming nurturing
technical experts. It requires graduation from lower secondary schools or

8
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CD,E

equivalent academic ability for admission. Graduates are awarded the Title

of Associate.

Committee for National University Education and Research
Evaluation

NIAD-UE’s committee established to discuss the evaluation of each
university’s attainment of its mid-term goal of education and research, at
the request of the National University Corporation Evaluation Committee
of MEXT. It is composed of up to 30 members, each being a university
president or professor, an inter-university research institute’s president or
academic, and experts such as journalists and economists.

Committees for Certified Evaluation and Accreditation
Deliberative bodies set up for each certified evaluation and accreditation
framework - evaluations of universities, junior colleges, colleges of
technology and law schools. They are composed of presidents, academics,
and experts such as journalists and economists.

Council for Higher Education

A deliberative body within the former Ministry of Education, Science, Sports
and Culture which discussed key issues on the enhancement of university
education in response to the request of the Minister. The October 1998
Council Report “A Vision of Universities in the 21st Century” stated that
universities were responsible for conducting self-assessment and therefore
recommended the introduction of third-party evaluation. The Council has
now moved its function to the Subcommittee on Universities of the Central
Council for Education, in accordance with the restructuring of ministries in
2000.

Credit

Under the credit system in Japan, one credit is considered to be generally
composed of a total of 45-hours studying including preparation and
revision times. The approach to promoting students’ self-directed studies
and ensuring the 45-hours studying is called Credit Substantialization. This
is carried out through systematic instructions and limiting the number of
subjects.

10
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C,D,E

D

Day and Evening Courses System

A system that may be used by a faculty to provide both day and night
courses in order to increase the number of classes from which students
may choose. Graduate schools can provide day and evening courses under
the Special Programs for Teaching.

Department
A basic organizational unit for education and research, below the level of a
faculty.

Deregulation of University Act

This term refers to the significant amendments of educational laws in
1991, including the Standards for the Establishment of Universities and
the School Education Law. This was undertaken in order to make existing
systems more flexible, thereby enabling each university to develop its
distinctiveness under its missions and objectives, with respect to the
progress of academic research and public interests. Under the amended
Standard, detailed statements about academic programs were deleted.
Moreover, self-assessment was stipulated as a task which universities
should strive to implement, which led to the establishment of the certified
evaluation and accreditation system.

Diploma Course

A course which offers one year or more of graduate education that requires
completion of an undergraduate program or equivalent academic ability,
for providing deepened and specialized education and supervising
students’ research activities (e.g. Diploma course for special support

education teachers).

Doctoral Program

A five-year graduate program that leads to a Doctoral Degree. Currently
the following forms are considered acceptable under the Standards for the
Establishment of Graduate Schools: 1) Doctoral programs consisting of a

12
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C,D,E

two-year first stage program (generally called “master’s program”) and a
three-year program following that, 2) Doctoral Programs with no separation
(called a “consistent five-year system”), 3) Doctoral Programs composed of
third-year (second stage) programs only. The terms for doctoral programs
in medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry and certain parts in pharmacy
are stipulated as four years.

Document Analysis

This is a process following the submissions of self-assessment reports. The
Committees and Subcommittees for Certified Evaluation and Accreditation
examine the reports and analyze collected data, in accordance with the
Evaluation Manual.

E

Education and Research Council

A mandatory body set up in every national university corporation to
deliberate upon its key issues in education and research. The council
members include the president, vice-presidents and deans of faculties.

Education Supporting Staff
This term covers all administrative and technical staff involved in

attaining educational objectives. NIAD-UE’s standards for evaluation and
accreditation require subject institutions to allocate staff together with
academic staff appropriately for conducting academic programs.

Evaluation Manual

NIAD-UE’s guidelines for external evaluators of certified evaluation and
accreditation. It covers detailed methodologies on document analyses, site
visits and making evaluation reports. Although the manual is written for
external evaluators, it is publicly available in order to ensure the fairness
and transparency of the evaluation processes.

Evening Course
Courses which are mainly held in the evening under the “day and evening

courses system”.

14
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Evening School
A faculty which offers classes entirely in the evening.

Examination
Under NIAD-UE’s certified evaluation and accreditation system, the detailed
inspection of conditions for education and research of subject institutions

through document analyses and site visits.

External Evaluation
Evaluation conducted by external evaluators. This is different from third-
party evaluation in that the evaluators and the evaluation items are

C,D,E nominated by the institution itself.

External Evaluators
F,G People who carry out the actual evaluating process as members of the
HL]J Subcommittee. They are elected from academics in national, municipal/
prefectural, and private universities or experts such as journalists and
economists. NIAD-UE provides training programs prior to the evaluation to
ensure their mutual understanding and the fair, appropriate and smooth

implementation of the process.

Extra-Curriculum Activities

Student activities on campus, other than academic programs, which
contribute to the nurture of rich humanity and widen knowledge. They
include club activities, activities in student unions and students’ research

societies.

F

Faculty

A basic organizational unit of a university, for conducting education and
research, that students and academic staff belong to. It may also indicate a
group of staff for education and research.
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Faculty Council

A collegial body mandatory in every university to discuss key issues on
education and research. Following the establishment of education and
research councils in national universities, faculty councils now exist in each
faculty. An equivalent body is set up in municipal/prefectural and private

universities.

FD (Faculty Development)

The term is used for the systematic approach by academic staff to improve
and develop the university’s educational functions. It includes various
approaches such as mutual class observations between academic staff,
holding workshops on teaching methods, and giving training opportunities
for newly employed staff.

Field Study
Practical classes conducted out of classrooms or laboratories for increasing
the effectiveness of education, such as field researches.

G

General Principles of Institutional Certified Evaluation

The outline of institutional certified evaluation that covers its fundamental
policy and methods. NIAD-UE’s standards for certified evaluation are based
on the principles.

Graduate Program

The term refers to master’s, doctoral, and professional degree programs,
according to the Standards for the Establishment of the Graduate Schools.
However, NIAD-UE separates the standards for evaluation and accreditation
for professional degree programs from the other graduate programs in
recognition of the distinction between them.

Graduate School
A graduate school requires a Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent academic
ability for admission. It offers master’s, doctoral and/or professional
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degree programs and is often located in a university. It may be established
without undergraduate programs.

Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research

A selective research fund covering all fields of science, with the aim of
promoting and developing creative and advanced research. It is publicly
offered and applicants submit research projects to qualify. One of the
competitive research funds awarded by the Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science.

Guidelines for Self-Assessment
A document prepared by NIAD-UE for subject institutions which contains
instructions for carrying out self-assessment.

Guidelines for Site Visit
A document of instructions for the site-visiting team, which covers

specifics from preparation to the tasks to be undertaken during their visit.

H

Higher Education Institution

The term is generally used for institutions which offer higher education.
It includes universities, graduate schools, junior colleges, colleges of
technology and professional training colleges.

I

Incorporated Administrative Agency

An agency established pursuant to the Act of General Rules for Incorporated
Administrative Agency, to undertake public affairs and programs as a non-
governmental body. Governmental departments and research institutes

for public affairs were incorporated as part of the administrative reform
for streamlining its efficiency in 2001. This system was inspired by the
“Executive Agency” introduced by the Thatcher Administration in the
United Kingdom.
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Institutional Certified Evaluation

A certified evaluation of an institution as a whole. Subject institutions
must undergo the evaluation at least once in every seven years. NIAD-UE
currently conducts this evaluation of universities, junior colleges

and colleges of technology.

Institutional Evaluation

Evaluation of an institution as a whole, analyzing the effectiveness of the
institution which includes Institutional Certified Evaluation and National
University Corporation Evaluation.

Internship

A system that enables students to have working experience related to their
major or future career. “Externship”, a synonymous term of internship,
may be referred to as a practical training program provided by law schools
as part of their curriculum.

Inter-University Research Institute

An institute set and operated by an inter-university research institute
corporation. Besides its own research objectives, it is open to academics
for carrying out research with universities and cooperating in graduate
schools’ education programs, for the purpose of contributing to the
enhancement of universities’ academic research.

Inter-University Research Institute Corporation

A corporation which is established pursuant to the National University
Corporation Law with the aim of founding inter-university research
institutes. Currently, there are four corporations: National Institutes for
the Humanities, National Institutes of Natural Sciences, High Energy
Accelerator Research Organization, and Research Organization of
Information and Systems.

Introductory Education
Supplementary higher education offered to students prior to or in the
first year after entering a higher education institution to ensure a smooth
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transition from secondary education and increasing the effectiveness of
regular programs. Recently, various introductory education schemes have
been introduced such as upper secondary school students experiencing
university classes and the remedial education of subjects while in upper
secondary school.

J

Junior College

A college which offers two or three-year higher education and requires
graduation from upper secondary schools or equivalent academic ability
for admission. Students who graduate from junior colleges are awarded an
Associate Degree.

L

Learning Support
A comprehensive support system in higher education institutions which
enables students to concentrate in studying effectively, such as guidance

for taking courses, student counseling and advice.

Liberal Education

Education designed to nurture students’ appreciation of the richness

of humanity, giving them broader perspectives, abilities to judge
appropriately and self-actively, and to consider their own knowledge and
lifestyles in society by providing knowledge and skills commonly required
beyond the limits of each subject, unlike more narrowly focused education
that offers knowledge in vertically divided fields.

M

Major
A basic structure set up under an academic unit in a graduate school for the
attainment of educational and research objectives.
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Management Expenses Grants
Grants from the government to national university corporations supplied
every fiscal year. The rate of allocation is affected by the results of the

national university corporation evaluation.

Master’s Program

A two-year graduate program at a higher level than the bachelor’s. Students
who complete a master’s program are awarded a Master’s Degree. In the
context of a five-year doctoral program, it means the first two years of the
curriculum leading to a Master’s Degree. In this case, it is also called a “first
stage doctoral program”.

Meta-Evaluation

The assessment of the quality of evaluation itself. It is used to assess
the effectiveness of the evaluation being carried out and the evaluators’
performance. NIAD-UE has continuously examined its system for

maintaining and enhancing its quality of evaluation.

Mid-Term Goal

Individual six-year term goals presented to national university corporations
and inter-university research institute corporations by the Minister of
MEXT, comprising the objectives they should achieve for their efficient
management. These goals are made public.

Mid-Term Plan

Schemes by national university corporations and inter-university research
institute corporations to achieve their mid-term goals. Newly created or
revised plans must be approved by the Minister of MEXT.

Municipal/Prefectural University
A university set up by local public organizations including municipal/
prefectural university corporations, and prefectural governments.

Municipal/Prefectural University Corporation

A local incorporated administrative agency established with the aim of

founding and managing municipal/prefectural universities.
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N

National University

A university established by the Japanese government or a national
university corporation. All national universities were operated under the
Law on the Establishment of National Schools until March 2004.

National University Corporation

A corporation stated as being a responsible organization, under the
National University Corporation Law, for setting up a national university.
In response to the incorporation of national universities in April 2004, the
responsible authority changed from the government to national university
corporations.

National University Corporation Evaluation

Performance-based evaluation of national university corporations and
inter-university research institute corporations in respect of their attainment
of their mid-term goals, mid-term plans and annual plans for education,
research and management. The National University Corporation Evaluation
Commiittee is entirely responsible for this evaluation. It appointed NIAD-UE
to undertake evaluation on mid-term goals for education and research.

National University Corporation Evaluation Committee

The committee which is responsible for the evaluation of the performance
of national university corporations and inter-university research institute
corporations in respect of fiscal years and mid-term goals. It was set up in
MEXT in 2003.

O

Office Hours

Specific periods of time, excluding lectures, personally indicated by
academic staff for consultation and answering students’ queries (e.g.
Tuesdays from 15:00 to 17:00).
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Open Class
Lectures and seminars without the awarding of credits held by academic

institutions outside regular courses. These are held at an appropriate level
in response to the specific needs of the community and industry, without

interrupting the conduct of full-time study programs.

Optional Evaluation Items

Voluntary topics for review, set by NIAD-UE for subject institutions, that
they may request to be evaluated in addition to the standards for certified
evaluation and accreditation. The aim is to evaluate the institution’s
activities from a different dimension: the conditions for research activities
and education offered to those other than full-time students. Although this
is a third-party evaluation, it is conducted within the certified evaluation

and accreditation processes.

Outcome

In the context of NIAD-UE’s evaluation system, the result following the
evaluation process that NIAD-UE requires to subject institutions together
with their conformity to relevant laws. Outcomes reflect the institutions’
effectiveness in the development of education and research.

P

Peer Review
An evaluation or examination of institutions/programs conducted by a

group of experts who share common professional and technical knowledge
in the appropriate field. This method is generally used in cases where high
professional viewpoints are required, such as NIAD-UE’s certified evaluation

and accreditation.

Postdoctoral Researcher
A researcher who engages in research activity after finishing a doctoral

program for enhancing his/her research capacity.

Private University
A university set up by school corporations.
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Professional Degree Program
A program offered by professional graduate schools.

Professional Faculty
Academic staff of a professional graduate school who have advanced

practical skills with more than five years of career in the field they teach

in.

Professional Graduate School

A graduate school which offers one or two years of education (three years
for law schools) to foster experts with advanced skills. Students who
complete are awarded a Professional Degree (Juris Doctor for law schools,
Master’s Degree (Professional) for others).

Professional Training College
A specialized training college offering practical/vocational higher
education, which requires graduation from upper secondary schools for

admission.

Program

P.Q.R A set of subjects arranged for the achievement of education and research
objectives (e.g. bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral programs), or an academic
structure that may replace a department set up in a faculty, comprising an
aim, a term of study, academic programs and the awarding of a degree.

Q

Quality Assurance

A framework for ensuring the quality of education and research of higher
education institutions, using schemes stipulated in law. It includes self-
assessment and certified evaluation and accreditation stipulated by the
School Education Law, national university corporation evaluation, and
approval of the establishment of universities.
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R

Research Assistant System

A system to employ excellent graduate students to assist with research. Its
purpose is to provide financial support, facilitate the smooth conduct of
research activities and recruit young researchers.

Research Supervisor

Appointed full-time staff in graduate schools with excellent research
careers, wide knowledge and experience who supervise and advise on
students’ research.

Room Teacher System

A system that appoints a supervisory teacher to a small group of students
drawn from beyond or under faculties or departments, which enables
students to receive finely-tuned support for their educational and student
lives.

Rules for Degrees
The law set out for the award of degrees by universities, junior colleges and
NIAD-UE.

S

School Corporation
A corporation established pursuant to the Private School Law, enacted for
the purpose of founding private schools.

School Education Law

This law was enacted in 1947 based on the spirit of the Japanese
Constitution and in response to the enactment of the Fundamental Law
of Education, which defines the specifics of the provision of school
education. Regarding the need for quality assurance in higher education
institutions, the MEXT approval of the establishment of universities and
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the implementation of self-assessment was made compulsory with the
establishment of the certified evaluation and accreditation system.

Self-Assessment
A systematic assessment to check current conditions and discover areas

of excellence or in need of improvement in achieving objectives and
goals. Institutions must strive to improve their quality in the light of the
published assessment reports. Self-assessment is mandatory under the

School Education Law.

Self-Assessment Report
A document subject institutions submit to NIAD-UE as the result of their

self-assessment.

Site Visit

This is a part of the certified evaluation and accreditation process. Members
of the Subcommittee for Certified Evaluation and Accreditation visit subject
institutions to interview staff/students and inspect their facilities, in

order to scrutinize in greater depth and verify issues which could not be

determined during the document analysis stage.

Special Course
A course in a university of more than one year of higher education

that accepts graduates from upper secondary schools or students with
equivalent academic ability. These courses are mainly for teaching specific
skills at a standard level (e.g. Japanese language course for international
students, special course for school teacher-training).

Special Programs for Teaching

Exceptional measures that allow graduate programs to be conducted in
evenings or other specific times for students who are in employment and
find it difficult to attend daytime classes.

36



B s - 5T

KL, HEOHIE - HAIZIES LCHBE IS OIRIIZOWTEMRL . LT
WA ERYETRELE AL RML., FOMEEARTHEEDIT, FOREEE
F A THEATo>TOLEWIFFIO A FEREFEICBNTEOMWE 1 H
ILENTW5,

BILREE S - FAE A 109 4

BHCHHEE
REFEED A ORI O s T & LRI IZIR— T3 530

EEF:EEJ%]E

AR O 7 a0t AD VLT, FHlEEaAs, #HFH A5 5 S 2 20 X EPMxT
SR EBRICHIM L, FEMEICTHER CE R s/ FIHO R AL fuLIZH X
B R R HR S 8 %1790

BIF

%%if%—@%u:%lcm%ui@%ﬁ%@O%‘%)\”’%‘%t L. %7t
BOTHHNOFRAE T2 BE LTRAICGRESINDLZENTE S,

1|§%€$BE%1513LJ\J:2:?‘%§%$EO BRI $ A EARGEORIFRE 2= RO

72D R &

RIS L SEARHCE 6 91 S=

BEHEDEHI

KEBEDORIRIZBWC, WHEM OB CHE SN2 HE RN, BEE
HIAMHENFELRENOREE LT, BB ILIENOLEN S L LBOLNL5E
12, MZ DA E DR USRI B W TIRERCI IR E 2T ) T e TES
L) i,

BIPRIE 4 L REpbe ik i 250655 14 5=

37



Stakeholders

In the sector of higher education, the term is generally used to describe
people with an interest in, or related to, higher education institutions such
as students, parents and applicants.

Standards for Evaluation and Accreditation

Specification of aspects or elements or principles used by NIAD-UE in its
certified evaluation and accreditation process, for judging the qualities of
subject institutions. These are designed for checking continued conformity
with various points of relevant laws and effectiveness in promoting unique
education and research. The standards are published to ensure fairness and
transparency.

Standards for the Establishment of Universities
The law which states the basic requirements that those who apply to

establish a new university must fulfill. It also functions as standards which
existing universities must maintain. It covers education and research

structures, curriculums, academic staff and facilities.

Statement of Objection

An arrangement for subject institutions to make remarks on, or objections
to, the draft evaluation results notified by NIAD-UE, through the submission
of documents. This aims to ensure transparency and accuracy of the
evaluation processes.

Student Life Support

Various supporting systems that enable students to fully concentrate on
their studies and have a meaningful campus life. They include career/
employment advice, life guidance and accident compensation systems.

Subcommittees for Certified Evaluation and Accreditation
Bodies set up under each Committee for Certified Evaluation and
Accreditation, composed of external evaluators. Their tasks are to conduct
document analyses and site visits, and to draft and submit evaluation
reports in accordance with the fundamental policy stated by the
Committees.

38



FIErERE

WFED stakeholders (A7 — 27KV F—) ZRLI2BDT, BEHFTHFEIZBNT
A PREER. ATEEE LSS HERETI A HRE RIS
FEELTHWONILS,

Sl

AT SRII HATI R B2 HINT S5 7l AR 50 B b 0, KR
EREERBRES OB, Hadb2BHEMREOERIZETLILOTHLILE
ZTONFELTED, RIEEP O ENEZERTL72OIZAKEINDL LR ST
‘/\Z;)o

KERER®E
WEFEESOUEDT, RFEDRER T 2AT) BoEAELEL R HLA
FEEDPMHRTHBNERIRROIEHEL LT O E 2 K723 b0 BB
PEWRE - BR - R B LE oA TR SN S,

BRORBIIT

FRRERF ARG R 2SR AR, AP A% B ASBRAE 2> & 8 ] S U7 AR A A R 5
WAL, FHEICTEREZBRDIENTELEVHI Y D, FBREEHT 7 0t AD
B - IEREHEORMER T B E LT\ 2,

&ESZE

P LUTIAICES TS, AERLFEENTRITIENTEL LI,
SO TR S 72 AR R — MMEG], BEkR ARG AR R T OB RE.
FEREHE R L

SRS

RERFMiE R RO TICE L, FHH S TR SN ik FEREHIE
FHEARTENHEO S, WA - B DTN ., AR 2D Rl
HEEO (RO AR AR ~OIINA E 17,

39



T,U,V

Subject Evaluation
Evaluation of specific academic fields or functions.

Syllabus

A detailed plan of each subject for students’ reference when selecting
subjects and preparing for classes. In general, it contains specifics on
how, where, when and by whom each class will be held, objectives, topics
that will be covered, grading policies, instructions for preparation, etc. It
may also be used for adjustment of subject contents by academic staff or

evaluation of teaching.

T

Teaching Assistant System

A system under which universities employ excellent graduate students on

a temporary contract to provide them with opportunities to develop their
teaching skills, and financial support. Teaching assistants serve as advisors

to undergraduate students and assist experiments.

The Commission on Policy Evaluation and Evaluation of
Incorporated Administrative Agencies of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs and Communications

The commission which is responsible for making recommendations of
improvements and/or abolitions of incorporated administrative agencies
to their supervisory ministries at each end of the period of mid-term goals.
It also has authority to make similar recommendations to the Minister of
MEXT on national university corporations in the light of the evaluation

results.

The Law on Coordination of Graduate Law School Education
and the National Bar Examination

The law for ensuring linkage between law school education and bar
examinations including legal training. This follows the request from the bar
for advanced professional education that nurtures legal experts.

NIAD-UE’s standards for certified evaluation and accreditation of law

schools are based on this law.
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The Recommendations of the Justice System Reform Council
A reform plan for the entire judicial system proposed by the Justice System
Reform Council in June 2001, which led to proposals for the establishment
of law schools and the accreditation system. The council was set up

in the Cabinet in 1999 to consider fundamental measures on judicial
reform and infrastructure arrangements including the creation of a more
accessible service, public participation in the system, redefinition of the
legal profession and reinforcement of its function by defining the role of
judicature in Japan.

Thematic Evaluation
Evaluation in which institutions are assessed on their international
exchanges, social contribution and so on in light of certain themes set by

evaluation organizations.

Third-Party Evaluation

Evaluation conducted entirely by independent bodies. They nominate the
evaluators and the evaluation items. It is different from external evaluation.
The Council for Higher Education introduced third-party evaluation in its
1998 Report “A Vision of Universities in the 21st Century”, which led to the
establishment of third-party evaluation organizations including NIAD-UE.

Trial University Evaluation

The experimental subject and thematic evaluation carried out from

FY2000 to FY2003 by NIAD-UE for the purpose of arranging its evaluation
framework prior to the implementation of full-scale evaluations in FY2004.

U

Undergraduate Program
A four-year curriculum (six years for medicine, veterinary medicine,
dentistry and certain parts in pharmacy) in a faculty. Graduates are
awarded a Bachelor’s Degree.

42



AEHENEERTRRE

ERR A BERIE KO AU e RS LB B IS D W TORE 24T 9 22 & 72 o 7z,
[ DO EOFNEP Rz REEFZWS2IZL, BRALDFIE L3 WRlEEHEE
DEH, EEOIEN T LT ORERED T I IRALIZ AT 2FIERI L DS & ik
PZOWTHEHT L] TEEEMELT 1999 FFEICHR O T I3 E S 7R EH B
YHEFHESDHY 2001 4F 6 FITIR L 72, FIEHIEE I E 5 2%,

> —BIHE
IS TR £ RIS 7 LR E L 17—~ %4 R & 3 HRFA,

=

GHRFAINC R Lo SRS SBEAY & LA L 72 55 S LRI S o Gl S P72
- R HS T DI, 1998 ISR RSN R RS 2]
LD KEAE L S B OBHE S HITOVT) 1ZBO T ORZHFMOBAD LE
PEAA S L7 S USRS B 8 R B0 IR A B S L7
P TR - M3

SATHIRZEFE

2004 4EEE & O L\ FHAM B O AR MARBY 2B F 2 B AR Al 5 i Al D 2
fiiZ B & LT 2000 4EE70 5 2003 4R & TORICABRAYIZE ML 72, 0F SAHERY
TR 72 BRI - T =~ BIOF Al

F1RE
REFEDFENZ BB 4 FEMH (RE - B - g0 —E - BREEFII6 4 H) DR T,
B THICEFLOFMPEG SN D,

43



University

A university offers a four-year higher education (six years for medicine,
dentistry, pharmacy and veterinary medicine) and requires graduation from
upper secondary schools or equivalent academic ability for admission.
Students who graduate from universities are awarded a Bachelor’s Degree.

\Y

Verification

The process to judge the effectiveness and appropriateness of NIAD-UE’s
evaluation activities after their implementation. NIAD-UE conducts
verification as a meta-evaluation.

Viewpoints

Reference points and example data listed under each evaluation standard
for subject institutions to refer to when implementing self-assessment.
NIAD-UE refers to these viewpoints when judging whether an institution’s
performance meets the Standards or not. Institutions may also create their
own viewpoints to reflect their particular characteristics.

T,0,V
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Faculty

Faculty Council

FD (Faculty Development)
Field Study
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General Principles of Institutional Certified Evaluation
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Guidelines for Site Visit
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Junior College
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Learning Support

Liberal Education
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Major

Management Expenses Grants
Master’s Program
Meta-Evaluation
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Mid-Term Plan
Municipal/Prefectural University

Municipal/Prefectural University Corporation

N

National University

National University Corporation

National University Corporation Evaluation

National University Corporation Evaluation Committee
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P

Peer Review
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