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[ABSTRACT]

Research on the Current Situation of Joint Degree Programs
in Japanese Graduate Schools

KURIYAMA Naoko *, SAITO Takahiro **, MAYEKAWA Shin-ichi ***, MUTA Hiromitsu ***

This research aims to clarify some aspects concerning “joint degree programs”, namely (1) outlines of
programs in other countries, (2) opinions from universities, students and business enterprises, and (3)
problems with the degrees awarded and assuring their quality. Three questionnaire surveys were conducted
with the three parties (universities, students and business enterprises), producing the following results: (a)
the number of joint degree programs in Japanese graduate schools is still small but has been increasing
rapidly in recent years, (b) the reputation of these degrees is not high, with limited impact on employment
among graduates, and (c) there are problems with quality assurance in terms of the credit transfer system,
the total study period, and cooperation with foreign institutions, etc. Hereafter, it will be important to show
what knowledge and skills graduates have acquired through these joint degree programs. This will be the
best solution for them to obtain appropriate social appraisal.
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