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[ABSTRACT]

Impact of Student Mobility on Undergraduate Education in Japan:

Findings of a Survey on Bachelor Degree Programs

YOSHIKAWA Yumiko*, HAMANAKA Yoshitaka*, HAYASHI Mio**
and KOBAYASHI Masayuki***

This work aims to show that Japanese higher education requires a more reliable transfer policy
which can be put into practice to maintain the quality of credits for baccalaureate degrees. The
expansion of student mobility and transfers to other institutions of learning are a challenge to the
consistency of bachelor’s degree programs. A key issue is how credit transfers can be managed,
especially the comparability of the credits to be transferred and their compatibility in relation to the
programs offered by the receiving institution.

From this point of view, we have conducted a questionnaire survey to all university departments
providing undergraduate programs in 2002. Of these, 77.4% responded to our questionnaire. Among the
main findings of our survey:

e Transfers in higher education in Japan have steadily increased since the 1990s and they have become
more varied in form. In addition to vertical transfers from a two- or three-year college (junior college,
college of technology or specialized training college) to a four-year university, a number of students
now move from one university to another. Such horizontal transfers now account for 20 percent of all
transfers;

* Universities are ultimately responsible for decisions regarding the admission of transfer students and
the acceptance or non-acceptance of the credits earned before. The transferability of such credits
depends on how they are determined by the receiving institution. Some faculties may scrutinize the
equivalency of the courses and programs that transfer students have completed, while others may value
the number of earned credits, irrespective of the comparability of their programs. According to our
survey, about 54 percent of universities which admit junior college graduates accept credits on the basis
of the work load (study hours) and not one-to-one credit evaluation. Private universities established after
the 1970s tend to take this approach;
¢ Increasing numbers of students are moving between institutions in Japan and overseas. Institutions,
however, are having difficulty in the determination and evaluation of the credits to be transferred. The
majority of universities have not yet participated in the UMAP (University Mobility in Asia and the
Pacific) initiative, nor have used the UMAP Credit Transfer Scheme (UTCS) which would facilitate

student mobility.

* Associate Professor, Faculty for the Assessment and Research of Degrees, National Institution for Academic
Degrees and University Evaluation

**  Doctorate Course, Graduate School of Education, The University of Tokyo

*#%  Associate Professor, Center for Research and Development of Higher Education, The University of Tokyo
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In conclusion, it is proposed that new methods of managing credit transfers need to be devised, e.g.,
each institution can assign a number to a course indicating the level of study, and this information would

then be made available in the collage syllabus or catalog for purposes of review and evaluation.
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