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(ABSTRACT)

Sociological Analysis of M. D. In Japan
-On an Excessive Grant of M. D. Under the Degree Act in 1920-

Koichi HASHIMOTO*

In Japan, doctor's degrees are issued by more than 30 disciplines, however, about half of them are
M.D.s. Although the number of conferees of doctorates in the other fields, mainly engineering, is
recently increasing, the ratio of M.D. among all the doctorates has been consistently dominant last 50
years since the end of the war.

It is possible to say that M.D. is rather functioning as a "professional qualification," being different
from a doctorate of the other fields. This situation already emerged in early 1900s or the latter half of
Meiji period and the Degree Act in 1920 accelerated its tendency. The reason why this kind of situation
occurred could be explained by the market principle. At that time, the market of medical practitioners
was saturated because of excessive supply of doctors. Therefore doctors needed an authoritative title,
"Doctor of Medicine", which could lead them to higher position than the others.

However, at the time, when a large number of doctor's degrees were issued, what kind of academic
history or career background did the people who were conferred M.D. have? How long did they need to
get a degree? How did M.D. relate to what kind of form of work in the life course of medical doctors?
These critical problems have not been clarified yet.

In this paper, firstly, I would like to take a general view of the situation in which a large number of
M.D. were conferred under the Degree Act in 1920 Act. Then I try to analyze matching of universities
from which doctors graduated and universities which granted a degree, by use of social index of M.D. of
1936, TTD (Time-To-Degree) and the relations between degrees and a form of work. Then I would like
to clarify the meaning of degree which functions as a professional qualification in a medical field.

I found out following facts; during the period when the Degree Act in 1920 was effective, the number
of M.D. had been increasing, finally the ratio of M.D. among all the doctorates conferred reached almost
90%, but most of M.D. were "Ronbun Hakase", or conferred only by thesis. In that sense, it can be said
that the postgraduate education in the medical field did not function well. Half of M.D. conferees were
Imperial universities graduates and 40% of them were public medical schools graduates. However there
were a few people who were not from major career pass, like a person who passed the exam for medical
practitioners and got M.D. More than 60% of universities which conferred M.D. were Imperial
universities and most of them conferred degrees to graduates of own university. But only Kyoto Imperial

University conferred M.D. to those who had a variety of background and this university was very open.
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The average age of person who got M.D. was 36.5 years old. Average TTD was 10.8 years. Compared
by background, a person who got M.D. at other university, took 3 years longer than a person who got
M.D. at his own university. Also their range of age was wide, so those people had disadvantages.

As for the relation between degrees and form of work, more graduates who got M.D. at their own
university tended to work for a university. Not many of them worked as a practitioner. As to the form of
work after getting M.D., one fourth of them worked for universities and another one fourth of them
worked for hospitals. Medical practitioners accounted for 40% among them. This shows M.D. played a
big role in the market, but at the same time, their career pass was somehow different from that of today's

doctors. There was no specific pattern to get a M.D. in those days.






