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[ABSTRACT]

Institutional Research at National University Corporations:
The Cases of Nagoya University, Ehime University, and Kyushu University

KOMINATO Takuo *, NAKAI Toshiki **

Recently, national university corporations established offices of institutional research as a preparation for
the change in their external environment. This paper aims to examine institutional research in national
university corporations, analyzing external environment and activities of the offices of institutional research.
Findings from the analysis of cases of Nagoya University, Kyushu University, and Ehime University are
summarized as follows.

First, activities of these offices are more complex compared with the ones in the United States, because
the offices face many challenges in their turbulent environment. Second, the offices focus on building the
infrastructure for administrative assessment support and still have limitations in analyzing and utilizing their
data for decision-making in the universities. Third, the focus area of the offices is administrative rather than
educational. Many national university corporations have centers for higher education, and these centers

have roles and responsibility on educational aspects.
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** Associate Professor, Center for the Studies of Higher Education, Nagoya University



