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[ABSTRACT]

A Report on Educational Courses on Research Evaluation in Europe

HAYASHI Takayuki®

New research evaluation systems established in several areas in Japan in the 1990s are
now revealing a shortage of human resources for research evaluation. This means not only a
shortage of experienced evaluators (e.g. peer-reviewers) but also professional managers in
agencies and experts in universities and consulting firms for evaluation. Therefore, it is nec-
essary to grasp what kind of knowledge and skills are required for the development of these
kinds of human resources.

This report examines two educational courses on research evaluation in Europe. They are
held in PREST of Manchester University in the UK. and Twente University in the Nether-
lands. Both courses consist of the following contents : background of research evaluation, de-
sign of systems for research evaluation, methods for research evaluation, and the writing of
evaluation reports and their use for decision making. These contents reflects the recent
trends of research evaluation. One trend is to focus on several kinds of outputs and out-
comes in evaluation. To measure these, peer review is not sufficient and other kinds of
methods are also required. The other trend is to focus on the research process as well as
output/outcome. One reason for this is that outputs and outcomes cannot be measured in
short terms and the other is that the evaluation of process can provide implications for good
practices of research management. In particular, to evaluate university research, the knowl-
edge about the management of institutes beyond the research activities is also required.
Therefore it is necessary to accumulate good practices in management through several case

-studies in order to evaluate the institutes.

* Research Fellow, Faculty of University Evaluation and Research, National Institution for Aca-
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